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3.5  IKNARZES CONFLICTS
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LL: I did not expect the respectable Beard

-:_«3‘? belonged to the weakest element of water.
/ SL: The tenderly loving element of water. W

element do you belong to?

LL: My element is fire.
SL: No wonder we do not get along well.
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LL: Rather say water can overcome fire and so.you V&) \
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' often push me around. }
f SL: Alas, I won’t have such privilege. b | TR
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Many say that the main story line in The Grand Canal
about SL and LL had made reference to Zhang Wuji and
Zhao Min in The Heaven Sword and Dragon Sabre. Yet, the
challenges SL and LL faced were more severe.

Needless to say, the couple had conflicting identities.
Thousand Leaves Villa echoes with Zhao Min’s Green
Willow Villa. There were both a scene of the lady setting a
trap to capture the hero in her dungeon. The piece of jade
LL worn echoed with Zhao Min’s golden box, both kept and
carried by the hero. SL described LL as ‘graceful, poised and
merciless’ while Zhang Wuji commented Zhao Min_to be

‘beautiful like peaches and plums, a heart _ e snakes an
scorpions’. Lee Sheungyi was a hybrid of Xi;a'o"_ 3 )
late stage of Zhou Zhiro. How she framéé ﬂ};’ i"
kill LL was a reflection of Zhou Zhiro
and pushing Zhang Wuji to kill h
Manichaeism were anti-cour
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The difference was that The Heaven Sword and Dragon
Sabre was a legendary tale. Instead of a princess, Zhao
Min was only a county lord’s daughter who gave up her
position to stay with Zhang Wuji. Wuji had a Buddhist
character and did not have any intention to gain power
over the country. Their retreat was natural and easy. SL, on
the other hand, had great visions for the country while LL
bore duties to the Sui court which inevitably brought a
severe conflict between the two. It would be reasonable
that this couple had to go through a tough way that
spanned across 30 episodes of the series. At the end SL
gave up his ambition to rule the country for the sake of
the people, which was a choice that suited his character.
He and LL would have to leave the Central Plains to stay
together as a couple or would not have a happy ending.

SL and LL were a variation of Zhang Wuji and Zhao Min
with steeper contradictions and conflicts. Gladly the
scriptwriter did not change history to make SL assassinate
Yeung Kwong. If SL had killed Yeung Kwong there will be
no way this couple could go on, even if LL did not revenge
on the assassination she could not convince herself to
happily stay together with the killer of her brother. Yet
removing Yeung Kwong could be the only thing that was
more important than LL to SL. He could sacrifice his life,
ioh and the brotherhood with anti-Sui fighters but

give he welfare of the common people.
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SL belonged to the prototype who would submit to soft
strategies but not hard fights. He became agitated
several times due to LL’s forceful use of her royalty in
dealing with their conflicts, which was less than
helpful. For example, in ep 6 LL challenged SL saying, ‘1
can tell you dare not kill me, could you bear the
consequence if you did?’ Later in ep 11 she presented a
stamp to recruit him as a general which upset SL so
much that he refused to show gratitude after LL saved
him in the west country, and firmly declined any
chance of serving the Sui court. In ep 14 LL said he was
not even qualified to argue with her. SL was
immediately furious. In ep 24 LL raised that the
confidential matters of the country were not up for
them to know, SL angrily went to sit on the bed. She
threatened him in ep 32 with the legality of his trading
business. SL resisted against any pressure from the Sui
court firstly because he was a descendant of the former
Chen Dynasty, which was taken over by Sui, secondly
because of the pride from a noble family and of being
an educated and mighty hero and thirdly because of the
inferiority in his identity to a princess. He was sceptical
of LL’s feelings for him and tended to over-react with
agitation upon any alleged betrayal related to her royal

status.
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SL had in fact been concerned with LL’s identity of a
princess. As he stated in ep 9 he was fine with being
her acquaintance but it would be difficult to be close
friends with her. He knew clearly the wide gap between
the peasants’ society and royal court and was
determined to keep a distance from royalties (therefore
firmly declined Yeung Kwong’s recruitment in ep 4).
However, SL could not help falling in love with LL and
deceived himself to be a friend with her. Although SL
invited LL to relocate to the west countries with him, he
was not and could not ascertain whether LL would be
willing to give up her royal status to wander with him.
At times he might worry that LL would once again be
asking him to join the court, given her previous
attempt. He reminded himself not to get deeply
engaged and to draw a clear boundary but failed to do

so. All these contradictory emotions had co-existed to

result in SL being passive and unreasonable at times.
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SL often teased, flirted and physically contacted LL in
the early days because of a natural closeness between
them. He was simply himself in front of LL instead of
the Bearded Hero, an elder brother or a master. From
the beginning the two were blessed to act with their
true selves. They tested and proved themselves to each
other, which kept their emotions and feelings tangled.
Although SL liked to tell jokes he was a careful and
sensible person. He clearly knew how his identity and
status differed from LL’s. At first they both suppressed
their feelings and claimed each other a friend, yet later
on they went through ups and downs, life and death
and the fall of a family and country. In ep 28 SL figured
out that one should go with his heart and chose the joy
of being together with his love rather than glory of
becoming powerful. This expressively testified that in
SL’s heart LL was more important than his career, and
hinted that SL would choose to retreat with LL in
future. Who would know that right after this choice
was made LL suddenly treated him with a firm and
hostile attitude. SL rightly pointed out that he could not
see through LL, who was ever-changing.
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In eplO LL was injured when saving SL. She sent SL
off outside her villa after he escorted her home and
refused to see him for days. LL had realised that there
was more than friendship between her and SL since
saving him without hesitation and getting injured was
beyond her duty. She was worried about becoming
affectionately involved and stepped back after Yeung
Kwong's warning.

L’s perspective LL had made

him disposable, | oing out for wine and moon

watching at good and not seeing him otherwise.
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He could ii"' :
to save him yet reft

ind why she would take the risk
] to see him afterwards, and
was so upset to drink alone and think about LL. It was
not a coincident that LL appeared at that restaurant
(she must have been informed).

LL changed her mind to see SL again partly because
she had worked so much to recruit him that it would
be wasteful to give up, and partly because she truly
admired him. When saying she might have to risk her
again life to save him and would not be afraid of any
mishap if he was there, LL was half pleasing him and
half meaning it truly.
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When she presented the general’s stamp in ep 11 SL
was furious, feeling totally insulted as he associated
the offer with the sequence of events in the past
days. He would have felt that LL had framed him
from the beginning (with herself as a bait), trying to
catch him thus purposedly first letting him free. Pay
attention to what SL said, ‘A wild man like me does
not deserve your Highness’ special thoughts and
attention’. His pride was hurt to such a degree that
he threw a tantrum. He relocated to the West
Country, verbally complained about LL being
cunning and mean to have tricked his affection but
missed her each and every day. SL practically acted
like a sad abandoned maiden.

LL put aside her pride to visit SL’s villa soon again
with her bodyguard and asked to see him, indicating
that the proud princess had given in to make peace.
She decided to chase SL to the West Country (an
echo of what SL randomly made up to tease LL in a
restaurant in Ep 2). When waiting for her guards to
prepare transportation LL should have fully realised
that her feelings for SL was real.
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return home, yet SL was in danger again and she
couldn’t help but save him (echoing what she said at the
alley). A fierce quarrel followed as SL was still upset
about having bee
did not believe t
him, while LL wa
the West Coun
w. 1eeting V_g at Lady Suen Wah'’s place '*»

anipulated, although he probably

LL made a plot to purposely:save

3S In
her

)0 proud to explain why she

[hey were still mad at ea
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The ups and downs of this couple were richly articulated
and meaningful. The script allowed some subtlety thus
audience who did not pay attention would miss some
messages. According to TVB’s official description of each
episode, a few scenes were omitted from the final
screening. First, in ep 10 SL treated LL’s wounded arm.
According to the description ‘they touched each other’s
skin and were mesmerised with racing hearts’.
Unfortunately this was not screened. Then, for the same
episode the description stated that LL’s eldest brother
Yeung Yung encouraged her to continue seeing SL. Also,
the description of ep 29 stated that LL threatened SL of
cutting ties with him if he let Sheungyi stay. This would
explain why SL quoted LL for saying so when he refused
to visit her in ep. 29.

A few places were odd. In ep 17 SL warned LL that Yeung
Kwong was suspicious. LL responded that SL was biased
with Yeung Kwong and her whole family. The reaction did
not quite match with LL’s temperament, and the
unnecessary quarrel could only be understood as a need
to develop the story. It was also odd that SL would
misunderstood in ep 19 that LL had purposely taken him
away for an easier raid of his house. By then he should
know that LL would not harm him. We could only explain
that the script intensified their conflicts in preparation
for the forthcoming change of regime and as an underplot
for Yeung Kwong’s further hunt for SL.
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SL was coldest to LL in ep 32 when she visited to bid
farewell. Yet once LL left SL could not help but
FEBRMABNAREHIRIE, 1§ immediately showed how reluctant he was to see her go.
M5, REAAEHIN, QAFEMARE LL had asked SL twice (ep 30, ep 54) whether Sheungyi
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was deeply in love with LL. SL simply became speechless
when challenged by LL.

In an attempt to force Sheungyi to leave SL, LL threatened
to kill an officer who was involved in SL’s illegal business.
SL easily held her by the arm. While Ching Au Gam and
company asked SL to kill her he looked absolutely
helpless. Fortunately LL was well prepared with hostages
or SL would be stuck. It was almost hilarious that SL
pushed Sheungyi away to stop her attack on LL, saying
that they could not kill her. His only way to warn LL was
saying ‘I would not let you get away with it’. Later even LL
challenged his determination to revenge on her, asking
whether he would indeed kill her (ep 35). At this point SL
could only express mixed feelings of love and hatred in
his eyes. Staring at the empty doorway, he hated her and

himself as much for being reluctant to see her leave.
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If the first 30 episodes defined SL and LL’s
| relationship as a stage of attraction, flirt and
argumentative courtship, then the 10 episodes at.
-~ Wagong were the summit in the combat and test of
_ their character, values, philosophy, means and
» .y baseline. SL represented anti-Sui missions,
righteousness and brotherhood. LL was to care for
the royal court and overturn siblings’ ties. Both of
them had no exit in their roles yet their affection for
each other was real. Keeping each other safe was
their common ground. From SL’s perspective, the
| importance of LL's safety exceeded his bond and .
duty to fellow fighters and their life. Undeniably and
as accused, at Wagong SL had not been as
committed to overthrow Sui as he should. Having
freed LL and riskily saved aher he ult1mate1ly moved
her. g
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In ep 19 LL was not at all bothered when SL
misunderstood that she plotted the raid of his villa. In ep
30 she pointed out at SL’s face that he loved her. She
used their relationship as a bargaining chip when
forcing Sheungyi to leave. LL had been all confident
about the relationship until the breaking point in which
SL’s trust broke down and injured her, followed by Ching
Au Gam'’s attempt to kill her with SL’s sabre. These
stroke her hard. When SL saved her from Ching’s
revenge her hope re-surfaced, yet she soon found out
that even after she left the court they could not reunite
since SL had not been entirely convinced.

SL knew how determined and ruthless LL could be and
had experienced it, yet he was not certain how far she
could go. As such he was angry about the plot on
robbery of Yeung So’s birthday gift and later incidents at
Wagong Village, and even angrier about his own
As
responsibility for all and placed the welfare of the

affection for a devil. a man who assumed
common people as first priority, it was harsh to accept
that he had fallen for a woman who did not care about
others’ life. Yet, despite such dilemma he could not bear
to let go of his love, which was the reason for his pain in
the middle stage of their relationship. Certainly LL
would not kill for no reason. Yet she indeed would not
mind deploying means and sacrifice for a result. Unlike
Yeung Kwong she was not immoral.
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After their confession of feelings in ep 16, SL and LL réturned® =
to reality and faced severe conflicts and tests. Thé-lﬂé‘gy the
got along with each other evolved as the relatio

developed. LL’s 3rd brother was soon killed (an i ent
directly related to SL), her parents dispelled the ellastﬁ
and died soon after, and SL became a target of Yeung Kv '
SL was a free man before joining the Wagong army. W ut
any responsibility due to Wagong, it was his person_al'-'c'hoic
to accommodate LL’s situation and choices. Bearing less
pressure than LL at that time, SL had very considerately given
way. After joining Wagong SL bore duties as a commander
while LL was a spy. Although LL’s power in the relationship
remained the same there was naturally steeper and more
complicated conflicts. If SL was dee'f)ly"_iri love with LL it\
would be his destiny to be unsuccessful at Wagong. Timing
- " 1 e

.

was not right.

B

meeting again in ep. 23 SL had always appeared to be in"
control, verbally never losing to LL. Firstly, he never truly
submitted to the Sui court and did not feel obliged to be -
inferior to the royalty. Secondly, at that time he was fond of
LL but had not developed deep affection. Further, SL knew
from the beginning that the difference in their identity might
hinder further development of the courtship, therefore only
at the point of life and death in ep. 16 did he finally opened
up to tell his heart. The way they addressed each other was
realistic and meaningful. When in good terms they call each
other Sam Long and Ah Ng, at bad times it was Mr. Cheung
(Cheung Kung-zi) and Your Highness (Princess), when the
relationship crashed they called the other The Bearded Hero
and Yeung Ah Ng.

13
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There were several phases in the way LL handled and
affected SL’'s emotions. In ep 8 SL lost his stance and
immediately softened once LL gave him a slap. It re-
occurred in ep. 10 as SL quickly gave up his defence whenl

having planned the robbery of birthday gifts. SL was
furious until she touched on their relationship, asking i
SL thought she would harm him. There, SL softened again.
Yet it took much longer and more effort from LL to melt
SL in ep 42 to 43. SL remained on guard during the
conversations in the cave after saving her, and at the
creek side after meeting with the monk. It took him a slap

LL announced to leave. In the woods in ep 28, LL admittedi !

from LL, a further debate in ep 43 followed by her col
response to finally step down and open up. ‘
This reflected 3 stages of the development of events an
correspondingly 3 levels of intensity. In the beginning SL
reacted to conflicts that were designed by LL and it was
easy for LL to control SL’s emotion. In the middle stage
the conflict was half induced by LL and half out of he
control. However, given SL’s affection and understanding
of LL’s situation, it was not hard for LL to win SL over. Yet
in the third stage the events were beyond LL’s control and
their conflict was raised to a critical point that LL could
not resolve with a few words. In the last episodes after
their reconciliation LL became SL’s best support in his
battles, often guiding his decision-making.
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From ep 23 when they searched for Suen Wah together
SL started to soften his attitude,
consideration that LL’s father and brother had passed

as seen in his

away and his understanding that LL did not believe
Yeung Kwong was the culprit. With this understanding
and tolerance, he proposed to leave the Central Plains
with LL in ep 28. Although he was upset that LL forced
Sheungyi to leave, his response was not outrageous at
first.

The episodes at Wagong were intriguing. SL’s power was
suppressed by LL. Although LL was a spy and the prime
suspect every time, despite the others’ loud accusations
and call for revenge, SL was either apologetic, imploring
or risking his life to save LL. Even when he was furious
about LL his fury could only hold for several seconds
before LL made him dumbfounded. SL had fallen deeply
in love with LL by then. Further, an important reason for
his loss of strength was knowing he had done wrong. No
matter in personal or public interest SL should draw a
line to stay away from LL. If he had treated anti-Sui with
priority, he should not have trusted or even favoured and
protected LL and should at least acted in response to her
cases. As 2nd commander at Wagong he bore office
duties, but he did not choose responsibilities and loyalty
over love for LL at critical points. This caused the
greatest discontent on him among Wagong fighters.




FRUftS BIRS, EEARREMAx As such SL could not be confident. On one hand he
R X (2R B ERBIERM~),  could not cut ties with LL (not just verbally saying

AR H R B E=RE

By (1t s0), on the other hand he could not declare his trust

HSE B —ERITEE) , PRt on her innocence (he had doubts, indeed). He could

EEARITYF, KIEREERA

ME(H  not please either side and was torn between his

RBARNEESSE TRENZMIE  affection for LL and duties due to Wagong. At each
R T RB), %-Hﬁf’@@?;ﬁ'é and all critical moments SL chose to follow his

sERHEUEEAEX
B, FrlAH R EULEE

affecgi.on, yet at the same time he was not all
- confident that LL truly loved him. As a result, he

e 1 "peatedly held himself in contradiction.

5K = B SE — R M =R E LR T X -'Il"he first time SL declared having cut ties with LL
%, BEASMERREMETEF  was in a dialogue with Monk Suen in ep 27 about

E&ZIB\T, =_‘,t
BN, XEQRMMEL]

SL’s intention to fight for power, responding to

Suen’s worry about LL being Yeung Kwong’s sister.

%U%%Eiﬁﬂ'\]%}ﬁiﬁﬁ LB EE  SL's self-declaration to cut ties was based on his
E*DWT&E (AREBFIRBNRHE believe that LL was behind Suen Wah'’s death (was it
E’\JAWE"J\@EP\% VLR RIS adequate just to stop seeing a person who murdered
272), BEAXERA—ETET28 someone you respected?). In such case, however,
SEARLREE_ERM I E Rk why would SL go to see LL in the next episode,
T? BB BN B ARRIEITE questioning her about scheming but attending
RUXA—DPAZLHERT? & alone? According to the official episode summary a
FRRIEET, BHRMET298H2  scene was cut away in ep 29 in which LL threatened
X LU X BB B = RO A 52 I to cut ties with him if Sheungyi did not leave. That
X, FRLAER=ERERZE A RE B explained why SL said later that LL had wanted to
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SL had firmly declared cutting ties with LL at least 4-5 times
in front of Sheungyi, Monk Suen, Hung Fut Nui and people
of Wagong. He vowed to do so too easily. At first people took
him seriously but not anymore later. Hung Fut Nui directly
revealed him and asked him not to deceive himself. In the
beginning he said he would not let LL walk away and would
kill her for justice but later at Wagong he changed to offer
his life to repay for her deeds. Many times we see SL firmly
criticising LL in the start of a dialogue and soon quieted
down. He could not bear killing LL on one hand and had to
play just and fair for brotherhood on the other, ending up
torturing himself to a breaking point in this conflict. In ep
39 the group found Sheungyi heavily wounded and accused
LL to be the culprit. SL commented that LL was merciless in
order to help the emperor but when Ching Au Gam
suggested to revenge on LL he immediately asked him to
take care of the bigger picture first. Ching’s anger is
understandable.
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In ep 39 SL had a nightmare
about LL being wanted and
murdered and was so worried
that he decided to leave at once
to search for her. Sheungyi had
been seated and expecting him
outside his room. What did this
imply? It implied that it was not
the first time SL did not sleep
well. Given that Sheungyi stayed
close to SL all day, she must
have noticed that SL was highly
anxious and close to a nervous
breakdown, not having eaten nor
slept well. She therefore sat
outside his room to make sure
he was fine, which is an indirect
proof that SL could not let go of
LL. If he had become free from
all thoughts about her as he
claimed while playing the flute
by the seaside, he would not
have difficulty eating and
sleeping.
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SL’s conversation with Sheungyi upon his departure was
meaningful too. He first said if he did not return with LL’s
head it would be unnecessary for Chak Yeung and Lee
Mut to search for him. Secondly, he asked Sheungyi to
take care of herself. The question was, if SL would indeed
execute LL for her crimes and return to Wagong why
would Sheungyi lose him? There would only be two
possibilities. One being that he failed to kill LL and was
too shameful to return to Wagong (with his martial skills
he would have no problem escaping). The other
possibility would be that he indeed killed LL for justice
and became too saddened to return. He would be eternally
painful and give up anti-Sui plans, living like dead (it is
doubtful if he could even survive such pain or would
commit suicide).

Therefore the reasons for SL’s decision to leave Wagong
that evening were firstly, SL wished to end all matters
with LL including the emotional torture that he had been
through; secondly, an attempt to rectify his previous
biased favour to protect LL from various accusations at
Wagong and thirdly, his genuine worry about LL’s
survival in the assassination by other anti-Sui forces.
Among these reasons, the top should be his worry for LL’s
safety, followed by the rectification of previous faults.
Ending all matters with LL would play the least effect
since SL practically did not want to end the relationship.
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If SL indeed struck a fatal blow and LL died in his arms he
ould be devastated. Even if he managed to live on he
ould not carry on with anti-Sui work any longer. He
ould not be able to bear the pain if he discovered one day

that LL had been framed. Lee Mut’s plot to remove SL from
the scene by killing LL was reasonable. With this in mind,
Lee Mut could have simply killed LL at the ancient tomb to
stop her from telling the truth and to hit SL (ep 51).
SL would not kill LL. Even in ep 40, with a dangerous mix
of emotions and under enormous pressure, SL did not
strike fatally but with his eyes shut he took a slash in an
emotional outburst combined «withythe necessity to
respond to the disaster that Likvhad caused.sSL stared at LL
after slashing her, unable to speak the complicate
emotions in his mind nor to explain his pain of imjurimgJ
her, implying that his heart ached and he was not all
convinced that LL had come as part of a plot (which was
not logically sound). Therefore even if he had found LL in
ep 39 he would not have killed her. One couldyimagine
that once LL explainedhéfiSituation SL would be softened.
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ad saved her own life. Had she
SL’s status it was hard to tell

Thousand Leaves

<4

.
To a certain extent LL’s afféetic
not gone to Wagong to check
whether she could safely survive t ai

Villa. She would at least be captiva and Sent to the palace.
However, with this raid Yeung Kwong helped to convince SL that
LL might have been framed and SL would not have come to this
fact if he had not left Wagong to search ﬁa('ﬁer‘. One’s character
would determine his destiny. Luck played a large part too.

There is no way SL would kill LL. One feels his pain just
imagining the possibility. After letting LL go in ep 39 SL could not
sleep nor eat well, when he was not even aware that Thousand

Leaves Villa was wiped out. After rushing into Thousand Leaves

OMEBRIGEETERRATX 2 £ BB Villa he must have searched all rooms and gardens for LL. One
FHE—RR, BEMZEME could imagine him feeling the same as in ep 16 when he looked
Rz, MEEEREMEZE for LL in the trap, crying ‘Come out, Ah Ng, let me see you even if
HE—R

it is your corpse!’
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LL left Wagong after a vigorous debate with the group in
ep 38. When asked what if LL were not serving Yeung
Kwong, SL stated that in that case they should separately
settle with their own fate. In ep 39 we see SL playing the
flute by the seaside, obviously upset. He admitted the wish
to go and search for LL but chose not to compromise his
duties. Yet SL would soon contradict with himself again. In
less than one episode he changed his course of action to
leave Wagong in search for LL with a perfect excuse, being
execution of the devil.

Interestingly, SL soon returned to Wagong as if he had
forgotten about his words. Not only was he free of guilt for
not having honoured his own commitment, he shamelessly
requested Wagong to send men to save LL from the
emperor’s hunt. Ching Au Gam rightly pointed out that SL
placed his lady before loyalty to Wagong. The intimacy in
his motion and greeting offered to LL as she arrived at the
hall was a striking contrast to the life-threatening action in
the previous episode. At this point Sheungyi’s plot had not
been exposed thus LL was still the prime suspect for her
SL
switched his position entirely without hesitation because

mishaps and Bak Maodan’s death. Nevertheless,

he had only been lacking a reason to convince himself and
was immediately satisfied upon Lee Mut’s supply of doubts
on LL’s situation.

Lee Mut perfectly described SL’s situation of not being able
to fulfil both affection and righteousness. SL was among
heroes who were not tied by fame and wealth but could not
let go of their affection. Before setting off to assassinate LL,

Lee Mut pointed out that SL had lost his reputation due to
his love for LL, and asked Sheungyi to see that SL would
not make further mistakes (which she failed to).
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HEMBEE—RZIEN, FR SL must have remained awake the whole night after
ER2EN=REOREAMA slashing LL in ep 41. He would care about LL’s injury but
BEHS FFHEREUBEYER knew well that his slash was light enough not to harm her
ek, ERARMEMM (X — life, in fact his strike created a way out for her from that
RFARFEETEAN]), EBRETE critical circumstance (once again he had betrayed his
HFHEREHDEXNHI=PZE brothers of Wagong). What also kept him awake was the
BIEN, ERET —RKZFEZE unknown truth. He was longing to hear that LL was
ZHEE(RE)MAHED, innocent as he had judged, yet in the wake of the following
ABNFURK BB I EEMME day came Lee Mut's information of the opposite result
IBRIME T (which was fake) which must have brought him extreme
EH—1NAA, ME405% M anger and disappointment.

ITHEFXL R, MIRAZEE A side issue in ep 40 was that Yu Man Fa Kup, while being
HE WA FBER, B2 held by SL and Lee Mut, told them that LL was a messenger
gt & e L WLEE{E S sent by Yeung Kwong and had informed the court about To
By, bR ¥EEBANMI 11K Fuk Wai's anti-Sui forces. Although he also honestly told
EYEISERY, M@K T, BLE/G that later incidents at Wagong were arranged by Yeung
HHEAEEARHIE, HBEIE Kwong and not LL’s fault, SL seemed to have put aside the
M EE RIEMIE, EAK= fact that LL was indeed a spy (especially when he requested
BRRLA N REE TUE? XWAREIX for men to save LL after returning to Wagong). It was
FEARKIFIE another example of SL’s double standard when it came to

judgements about LL.
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After sending LL out of his house in ep 32, SL next saw
her in a fight with royal guards and saved her to
Wagong. If LL had seen SL’s caring eyes when he was
informed of the siege and his anxious and tired face
worrying about her while she was unconscious, she
would not have complained about SL to Hung Fut Nui
saying ‘Doesn’t your brother wish me dead?’ (ep 35).
When SL found out that Ching Au Gam stopped Bak
Maodan from sending LL meals he responded, ‘Ching,
didn’t you say Mrs. Ching had sent the princess her
meal?’ This illustrated that SL acted with his heart for
LL, having checked early to ensure that she was served
with meals. He did not see her for the sake of pride in
their disagreement but never stopped caring about her.
By then LL had recovered from injuries and could
practically help herself in getting food, in other words
SL had cared enough to consider her special identity
and feelings. Lee Ching and Hung Fut Nui saw this
clearly. SL has the typical character of zodiac sign Leo,
being generous, stately and proud, not counting his
own loss and gain, willing to contribute to the people
and protect the weak. Yet he acted quite differently in
romance, often trying to save face. He was still angry
with LL for having twice despicably forced Sheungyi to
leave, which had not been resolved between the two.
Saving her to Wagong was already a loss of face, he
could not see himself sending her meals.
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Obviously SL’s heart ached seeing LL injured under siege

in ep33 and could not help showing a sorrowful face
when she was still unconscious. Yet he acted indifferently
after she awoke. He refused to send LL meals, saying he
finally found out about her true personality (the fact was
he had checked before his meal that she had been given
hers timely). Yet in ep35 he purposedly returned early
from a trip being worried that Ching Au Gam would bully
LL while he was away. SL was self-conflicting when it
came to LL. He must have spent nights outside LL’s room
before she recovered from the injuries, hesitating to see
her, missing her but not willing to lose the fight with her.
He probably kept himself informed of LL’s condition via
Hung Fut Nui.

SL worried much about LL while he was on a business trip
and was distracted from his missions for Wagong,
inevitably inviting criticism from the others. SL treated
and spoke with LL more tenderly afterwards. In fact LL
was in a dominant position over SL during her stay at
Wagong, leaving him speechless quite a number of times.
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L sarcastically said SL would wish her dead since
she was upset that he did not show any care. She
immediately felt better hearing Hung's response.
Troubles soon came with Sheungyi’s arrival and LL
could not help but peeked twice on how SL treated
Sheungyi. Interestingly, when SL found that LL had
watched him holding Sheungyi he wanted to
immediately clarify his innocence but could not
push Sheungyi away. The scene at the field in ep. 35
was 10V'e-1y. SL and LL perfectly demonstrated the
attitude of two lovers in.their cold war. SL was soft
and tender to LE after ing ‘M‘ | Sheungyi said
(or taking it as an é;(CH';Wi}lé dialogue), yet LL
threw a tantrum. i% - =
In ep 36 SL returned to Wagong to find LL loeked in
a cell and stayed up the whole night tending to her.
As she woke up he hurried over, carefully supported
her and reminded her that the medicine was hot.
The two scenes were only several minutes long and
worth re-watching many times.
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The concerned and caring expression on SL’s face upon
entering the dungeon cell, the only time LL spoke in a
feeble voice in the whole series, SL’s heartache when
informed of LL’s illness and the reaction of holding her
hand were all heart-warming moments. Their last physical
contact with each other before this moment might have
been during the date for tea and chess in ep 28 (though not

B caught on screen SL seemed to have gone over to hold LL

when she accepted the invitation to leave the Central
Plains with him). After waking up, LL said Sheungyi would
be a good wife for being understanding but she was

| unhappy when SL echoed with her. LL meant to be ironic

about Sheungyi and asked SL not to repeatedly remind her
of his praise on Sheungyi. He responded that he was only
reminding himself. LL was cute enough to have raised the
point but complained about SL’s repetition. SL might have
meant to remind himself that although Sheungyi was a
good maiden he would not accept her love and must not
give her false hope. Otherwise he would be purposely
reminding LL that he did not accept what she had done to
cast Sheungyi away. One would wonder what SL and LL
talked about after Chak Yeung and Ching Au Gam left the
room.
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Ching Au Gam stopped grumbling only out of respect for
Chak Yeung but remained angry and obviously not
convinced. The scene paved way to his later accusation of |
SL’s damage to public interest for personal favour when SL
was to act for Chak Yeung. The personal favour was worth-
noting since SL’s affection for LL truly mattered. From ep
36 SL had more obviously stood by LL’s side, defended and
almost guaranteed for her. In ep 37 he looked after
Sheungyi, who was poisoned. LL visited but immediately
left with a sarcastic note upon seeing SL in the room. LL
was not particularly reasonable yet SL looked as if he did
something wrong. Later on SL held Sheungyi and tried to
comfort her while giving her medicine. LL saw them from
outside a window, sneered and left. SL wished to go and
explain to LL but could not push Sheungyi away. His
psychological activities showed that despite his appearance
of treating LL as a friend, his heart saw her as his lover. It
was not necessary for him to explain anything but he felt
guilty and obliged to do so.

The care-free hero had turned into a different person. The
more pitiful Sheungyi was in being poisoned the more
severe SL’s contradiction was in hindering others’ report of
her condition. He hesitated and delayed to inform Chak
Yeung about the poisoning to avoid accusations against LL.
It was double standard that he was more concerned in LL’s
reputation than Sheungyi’s fatal condition.
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In ep 37 Lee Mut’s diagnosis implied that LL was the
greatest suspect of poisoning Sheungyi. Was SL’s trust
on her challenged ? That evening he met LL who had
“been waiting for him in the courtyard, and both were
speechless. SL decided not to engage in a dialogue and
left, yet he could not help but turned around to look at
LL. What were hi lings in the intense gaze at her?
tgf‘ﬁgyer .S#épected that LL had poisoned
Sheungyi. en his understanding of the princess
there is no way he would believe that she had done
~such penly low and foolish thing. Consistently, SL
tried twice to stop Ching Au Gam from telling Lee Mut
about Sheungyi’s condition and did not
poisoned her despite of Lee Mut’s diagn

—

Maodan’s accusation. Upon Chak Ye
Ching Au Gam stated that LL was the culprit. S
raised a dispute with him. It was apparent that as the
commander, SL planned to treat the incident as
Sheungyi’s misfortune and had no intention to find

anyone responsible.
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MIZFERIEED, E=BFXR forcefully at LL, regretfully for pride and dignity. From
R Zik’i?%@% =& | SL’s perspective, Wh{le he did not 'believe LL had

= iX#%J:ﬁFﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬂs Zﬁlﬁﬁiﬂ oned anyon%z he .uhad andlkd the incident
17 Tartially as a commande

BRI — AHIE, ER] as inclined to protect
HE ;FZELJ\ TE)TI]E’JT_LET%?F'T _the suspect. He recognised ving|placed justice.in
=iz, WMENEEDEBEIEX e first place and wasgrobably angrx with himself at
SWE—(IE EU&IE@*AEQ Fll. that moment. Fusther, he just x1ted from the heat of
UtESES, ﬁ'ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬁ:ﬁk the group’s discussion on the “iftéidedt and was

HsRsm P EIBR, ﬁ?&%r exhausted in being sandwiched between LL and others’
Eﬁﬁfﬂkﬁ"]ﬁ@\ZFﬁﬁ@?UﬂFﬁﬁ suspicion on her. :
&, BIESRFLET Associating with what fellowed, if §$heungyi’s poisoning

BEAFEHEIE, MRHM)L  was regarded as an indiyidual, incident that did not
FEREBDPASZRBALUETA  'have to be followed up with itop priority then the
%%, BELAERRMEASE, murder of To #uk \K)al was a publ nificant
EREEERRIHEXAHESEE  matter. Others| of ' thé Wagong mly
?M':E ey, iR H JX# 28,0  bundled the twq intidents but SL never did ey
REMITERGTR)EEE searched LL’s room (ep 37) SL only asked LL Whefh.gz -~
B FB =Bt R 2 A’ ﬁlJ: she had mstructpd Nameless Monk to kill To, indeed he
T8 ARIZEALIRE, FAMEZA never asked LL about Sheungyi’s poisoning since he
FFRURAEEIRM)LBIZE (R believed she was not involved. SL’s personal priority to
EERKAFRIACH, FXEM/L protect LL from accusations was obvious. Sheungyi
HWESS, OOFFEEFHK I  should be disappointed that SL was not as concerned
iR, HXFMMXAREEEN, about his little sister’s life as she thought. Her fake

LS LREHRSEEBEMIX  poisoning as a plot to frame LL was practically not
FIHREESEEER effective.
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Surrounded by spies and schemers (including LL) SL
hardly smiled throughout the episodes at Wagong
Village. There were details in the beginning of ep 39 that
must not be missed. Sheungyi said she could recognise
the killer’s voice and had not finished when SL deduced
that it was LL (it was a reasonable deduction based on
the timeline of LL’s departure and her pre-existing
potential motives). Ching Au Gam proposed to revenge
on LL right away but SL immediately objected with
determination without even stating a reason, which was
supplemented by Lee Mut.

Do take note that each time SL had to directly address on
LL’s crimes to the Wagong group he would emphasise
that she was merciless for the sake of supporting Yeung
Kwong, a reason that he had well prepared for her in
advance. This reason and the baseline in his mind were
first mentioned when he met with LL in the woods in ep.
28, and echoed in their standstill in ep. 39 at night in the
woods again, and in both instances LL initiated the
meeting. SL understood and accepted that LL would work
for Yeung Kwong, accordingly he did not blame LL for
making use of his affection to infiltrate Wagong. Yet his
baseline was that LL must not go too far to cause
casualties of his fellow anti-Sui brothers. (A double
standard was applied to Sheungyi as he did not forgive
her for crimes she committed for Lee Mut until much
later.)
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After SL and survivors returned to Wagong from the
failed Chak Yeung was
understanding enough to invite SL to carry on with the

assassination mission,
discussion in his room. Ching Au Gam immediately
pointed out that LL was the murderer and his mother
knelt to plead SL for revenge on LL. SL only committed to
kill the mastermind of the attack (implying that Yeung
Kwong was the target and not LL?). Ching, devastated,
openly stated that LL was too precious to SL. SL’s
expression and silence meant he admitted the claim
without protest. He never denied about favouring LL no
matter how the Wagong fighters complained about it,
which became an open show of his affection. At the
funeral of the 500 men and Bak Maodan who died in the
mission, SL declared that in case LL was proved to be the
culprit he would repay the crime with his own life. From
the incident up to this moment SL had been continuously
discomfited and forced to face accusations against LL, yet
he never gave away to mention taking LL's life for
revenge.

The brothers of Wagong must have discussed a lot about
SL and LL behind their back. being
unsophisticated men they could all observed and tell that

Despite

their second commander was devoted to LL. Even Yeung
Kwong heard about the fall of SL’s reputation at Wagong
due to fondness of LL. Among them Ching Au Gam had
been the boldest in criticising that SL favoured LL and
was reluctant to kill her, he even directly pointed out that
SL had been harmed because of her. These men were so
well synchronised that they left together when SL found
out Ching had purposely held up the delivery of LL’s
meal.
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sRAFMiEEI=[ZFi8, BaEll Since meeting LL SL became double-standard for her
WinmMm A B M —B2I&/EEE] until the end of the series without recognising it. Once
2, BEXREBMAFEBX, —iB engaged with LL his rationales and choices were affected.
H=RE XA T, BIE+  In the first 10+ episodes he spoke boldly and often M
— SRR ITEHEETAE, 2 LL mad. From the period in Wagong LL overtook a
g ERBEHIEMEAERZ, 2 was often half a second late in debates (perhaps he was
FEIE 2 F A B (FRIB/EB. looking for an excuse). He would speak of LL coldly
sEHER), BEAMERE while being worried sick for her in his heart. If LL indeed

e R RNBB OGS ESE, A married the prince of Turk SL would definitely be
= CFEZ2ENFERFRMESGD  devastated. Would SL take no action and give up the

7T, HLMBZEHEIZEREF relationship if Ching Au Gam did not go to revenge ony ~
BER, ZBESHMXERE  LL? That could mean not seeing her again in his lifetime. §¥
NEWHB AT E=ZEBAHE(E held the impression that ShF was mereiless while shell !
g, EREMEPHMECIEF indeed had seci plans that couldm WAt i »

‘ ». ﬂ&ship “4
M, WEBEXREERI{RMEE ~and would be satisfied as lo s
BAREMENT . =BBF1E  would not harm him. SEp
EEEARE, BRAETFE suspicion. When LL said she w: s bad as others
AHTHREABERE, BR t i ic with Hung
SHEIVNE ﬁ
. i

T? AR EARL T LL understood why SL did not trust her. He had always ? " .
> > A ap, __,..r .
R, MithE 2 INMEZR 5T REE  therefore lowered her expectati

= /)\ £ = [ = 4= " 3 f -
BERAEREFERMIETT LLs plot to rob Yeun ' 1&5 would invite
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At the time of saving LL in ep 41 SL was not
fully confident to trust her and LL was
disappointed about it, saying ‘You still wouldn’t
believe in me given my situation?’ Yet SL had
not been fully informed of her situation at that
point, and therefore was not aware that she had
lost everything. LL had not told him all facts
and SL could only make judgement based on
available information (including true and false
facts). By ep 42, from LL’s perspective she had
no alternative, having told all she could and
shown all evidence. Her slap on him entailed
also the disappointment on her own failure to
regain SL’s trust.

Hearing that SL decided to return to Wagong,
LL spoke favourably that perhaps Sheungyi was
not as seriously corrupted as to be working for
Yeung Kwong. However, SL was not returning
for Sheungyi but for safety of Wagong. He was
therefore deeply disappointed about Chak
Yeung’s later mistrust. Over a long period of
time there had been phase lag between SL and
LL’s realisation of each other’s problems and
situation. Their affection for each other was
developed at a different pace as well due to
respective priorities and responsibilities. In
addition, both were affected by schemers
around them who constantly designed and
added conflicts. Given these challenges the two
were truly blessed to have reconciled by ep 43.
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Y SL must have ponderec‘l whether LL had, eut of
affection, purposely gone to Wagong during her
escape from Yeung Kwong’'s hunt to stay with
him. He would certainly have - wished and
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= EE=NEE, ﬂi’,.debate with the Wagong group in ep 37, LL asked

suspected so. However, as LL did not express her
stance (love) SL could not be confident enough to
believe in it. Given all other possible destinations,
if she had not chosen Wagong for the sake of
staying close to him there could only be one other
reason, and that would be an undercover mission.
As Hung Fut Nui said (ep 35) the two ignored
each other at first. LL was mad at SL’s coldness. SL
LL’s
treatment to Sheungyi on one hand, and was

displayed his discontent about earlier
uncertain about LL’s motive on the other thus
would wait for LL to clarify her position. Upon
LL’s return to Wagong in ep 36 after a temporarily
departure, SL expressed his care and love yet LL
still did not state her intention. SL would have to
wait further. Finally there was an evening after
Sheungyi’s poisoning that LL wished to speak,

unfortunately SL was not in the mood. During her

for SL’s opinion. He asked her to stay such that
investigation for the truth could be made, and
eagerly offered to guarantee her safety. SL truly
wished LL would stay with him. Alas, LL decided
to leave and the prime reason for her choice to be
in Wagong remained a mystery to SL.



!ihu
K

SE —E AT E L E
(), EEEIAZRMBAETER
RERKE, AEEENEt

N\ 7EW R, REHEMERE, —%

HH A E AEMREE, =8

2L F B th B R AS A T4

i, MEEEERE =TT

Y BEATREURTEIINXS,

| —HARENINES, REM
. NEBRE=RNEE=ETIHE

B T O B AR 3 2B
—ERRE, BIULATEAE
= N B, MBMHAE, REE?
¥ MRE, BIREZELN? XS
- MR TR AR,
BHE S M A2 Bl R
~ BXFRIEE~ B T o7
B T Lf7EH) LEA A E S
Ny SR REOAGAE, B
Mt E— ERALHRRE, BINRAE
MR BEREX FTHEY
IR, SIS0 T
A% N, B AERAHIRER
EABEEEERR, BEE
W = RS T, SHED
e = 2R 7 T 4

3

SL never managed to verify LL’s intention to go to
Wagong among all other possible routes for escape.
She obviously knew SL was there when making the
choice, thus there were only two possibilities - either
because he was the only person she trusted thus there
was nowhere else to go, or she made use his
affection and trust to be a spy. Becomin&gd
commander, SL bore more responsibilities for antiSui
missions and for fellow fighters. When the g@up
searched LL’s room SL finally spilt out the query in'his
mind, ‘I would only like to ask whether you aresor not
(a spy)’. How would he expect LL to respond?'If she
denied would he trust her? If she said yes what would
he do? SL would most likely ask her to leave and spare
her life with an excuse, such as retugning her a
previous favour. When LL left in ep Z)f SL told
Sheungyi he would like to find out Vx,‘lllethe‘r ‘I-,L and
Yeung Kwong had indeed had an argument, i
words he had never been sure about it. Further,

other

never sure whether LL had chosen him betwee
country and love. Soon in ep 39, after th
Wagong fighters LL suddenly appeared i
to admit having informed Yeung Kwong"'g danger a
stated that her identity and SL’s were @n opposi

sides. With these statements she praétieally confirmed

having been a spy at Wagong the wk e.
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SL’s dream shattered. LL had not been to
Wagong due to her affection for him.
However, loving LL deeply and also touched
that she had taken huge risk to see him, SL
- let her go. At least LL denied about having
purposely framed him, leaving him some
room for hope. In ep 40 SL had gone
. through much to finally believe that LL was
framed by Yeung Kwong and hurriedly
returned to Wagong to ask for help in saving
her (Even Chak Yeung was speechless this
time as SL was asking for too much). In the
next moment LL arrived to tell SL there were
explosives and thereby convinced him that
she loved him, for she would not have taken
the risk to come otherwise, given that all
Wagong fighters wished to kill her to
revenge for their lost men. SL faced the
question of whether LL came to Wagong for
him or for Yeung Kwong once again. This
time he was fully confident that LL was
innocent and was there for him, only to find
himself falling from heaven to hell after LL’
alleged plot of the explosion surfaced: Once

again he stroke his sabre, anﬁ let her go.
) Alas, the answer he wished to hear was still
not heard. f' ’
i
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A summary of the'timeline frox

& _,;"‘ep 45:
sy SL_ saved Lissiformt =D
brought her to Wagong ~

injured ~ Lee Mut arrived ~
found, Ching Au Gam suspe
saved her from Ching ~ SL pl&
Lord of Xu, LL left-leaving SL'
informed Lord of Xu to detow
interrogated and captured by "hi :
return to Wagong ~ SL returned and tended
to LL’s illness ~ Chak Yeung and.;ee Mut
left to meet with anti-Sui lead - TFuk
Wai, leaving behind SL ~ ®Sheungyi
poisoned ~ Lee Mut returned and healed
Sheungyi ~ Chak Yeung returned to
announce To being murdered by Nameless

Monk ~ LL’s room searched, she was made
to tell location of secret agents’ base ~
Wagong fighters killed in secret agents’
base, LL was blamed and left ~ SL missed
LL and planned to assassinate Yeung
Kwong on his dragon boat ~ Mission failed,
500 fighters died, Sheungyi injured, Bak
Maodan killed ~ At the funeral hall
everyone vowed to kill LL for revenge ~ LL
visited to check SL’s safety, admitted
having informed Yeung Kwong, SL could
not bear Kkilling her, and let her go ~

-
.
,\ %

SL sleepless and lost appetite worrying
about LL, left to search for her ~ Thousand
Leaves Villa raided, LL attacked and barely
escaped ~ SL met Lee Mut, witnessed 6th
Prince’s attempt to assassinate LL and
became doubtful, captured Yu Man Fa Kup
who .revealed the truth ~ LL-caught by
Yeung Kwong and arranged to marry the
Turk prince ~ SL returned to Wagong
alone and requested for help to save LL ~
LL escaped from the dragon boat and
warned SL about explosives, SL trusted her
and both fell into Yeung Kwong’s trap, SL
injured LL ~ Wagong group planned to
assassinate LL on her way to Turk, SL
could not bear to go along ~ Encouraged by
Hung Fut Nui, SL regained trust, saved LL
and found out that Sheungyi lied and could
be a spy ~ SL turned down LL’s request to
leave the country but returned to Wagong
to investigate ~ LL hunted by Yeung Kwong
and saved by Mogau ~ SL admitted having
saved LL and was ready for penalty,
Sheungyi took it for him ~ SL and Hung
Fut Nui wronged while finding out about

Sheungyi ~ Chak Yeung murdered after an
argument with SL, SL framed to be the
killer ~ SL and Hung Fut Nui fled from
Wagong, saved by Lee Sai Man and met LL
~ SL and LL reconciled




REFIIERIETSEMRZRERE
RILRER, BRAR®R T,

REBMREREBENERS. —5
HEBEFAHY, BCHRE

KHBEZEERE, AL
o m—HESAANTMAHE
BR—HEEERHEE, —HBH#
Iaﬁfﬂ%¢a FHME
EE, BIFFERE, QE ERR
fthiss, B ELCREELEE
WRERFFERRE. PIiL. AJEM
ERAEAUREET, HE
ERTEER. 2FRETLM
MERERT, RAEABME
5BIXR. tEABLRI, o
FREFANFRENAERIAIE
TR, BRI AER
ETFUW, MAORERBREERL
BEAE—&, ZBAEEHQEE
RENEEEN
RERE—FEHEE, B,
ER =AM 2 MR,
Hith 2R eI 515100%, RERRK
HHANAFUERFEEITRE
B, £, AFBALHER, HO

ARECUEABBE—T. #
=, RETURREWREAZIE
®, SIBTWEXRELFZEEHN
—EH R,

Further to accusations of poisoning Sheungyi and
killing To Fuk Wai, LL debated with the Wagong group
and decided to abort her mission. Firstly she found it
was all going wrong, herself obviously being framed
and even targeted to be murdered. Secondly she felt
that the humiliation was not worthy anymore. SL was
much bothered with Sheungyi’s poisoning although he
did not suspect it was LL’s deed. When LL approached
for a conversion that evening SL decided to keep a
distance and stay neutral, yet he could not help but
turned around for a good look at her. Asking LL to stay
behind in front of the whole group was SL’s vote of
trust. He could not change LL’s decision to leave, and
could only try to keep her till dawn. He would certainly
understand the advantage of letting LL go, which was to
find out whether she had been a spy. This could be a
reason SL wished LL would stay at Wagong, just as LL
wished not to know the truth of Yeung Kwong’'s murder
of her father and brother, SL would not like to face the
truth behind LL’s stay either.

The last point about revealing the truth extended to ep
39. First of all, what SL knew at that moment was all
informed by Sheungyi, which would be 100% credible to
him. Accordingly, LL had murdered Bak Maodan and
led a troop to attack Wagong fighters. Secondly, LL
surprisingly appeared and admitted being on the side of
the Sui court and Yeung Kwong. Thirdly, LL was not
hunted after leaving Wagong in ep 37 which implied
that she had been there for another reason.
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Given such proof, would SL still hesitate

about LL’s motive? Standing in front of him
was indeed his rival, his options were to
either capture and bring her to the group,
to execute her or to die in her stead. At that
moment the Wagong group might come
anytime and discover her. While SL could
not bear Kkilling her, it was fortunate that
LL denied having killed Bak and injured
Sheungyi so that SL could remain hopeful

41

that his beloved was innocent. He finally
decided to strike
themselves that they were on opposite sides,

his sabre to remind
and to protest against LL’s dishonesty in
being a spy. Most intriguingly, the strike of
his sabre was only a warning and its true
goal was to let her go. One may easily feel
LL's pain but miss SL’s thoughts and
feelings. A comprehensive review of the
couple’s story would bring much clarity.
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LL’s mission ended when she left Wagong in ep 37,
which was a result of Yeung Kwong and Lee Mut’s
interference. The early departure was not in her original
plan but at that point she could not do much anymore
since even if the*Wagong group let her stay they would
not trust her but would closely monitor her more. Thus
LL must go, and at that time she did not feel anything
wrong in her relationship with Yeung Kwong. According
to the timeline, after departing she informed Yeung;
Kwong of Wagong’s assa e csuld h%e
chosen to leave the scene then on. However, she
was worried about SL (she niust haveJ)een. informea
that the Wagong attack Comfiely failed,)' nd decided
to see him despite of the risK, which /)vas en higher

ion pl

than that of informing him oi‘q)gplosives in ep 40. Why

was it so? Because by the time ghe hurried to see SL in
ep 40, she had lost everything and would be married off
to Turk soon, SL was her the only person she cared
about and her only hope. Yet in ep 39 it was not
necessary for her to visit Wagong. She was confident
that SL could escape from the royal guards at the dragon
boat, and given that SL was a famous hero she would
also easily know if he had been captured or killed.
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What was the sequence of events before SL
sat in the woods in ep 39?2 His assassination
plan failed miserably and lost" 500 men,
Sheung'yi"injured and Bak Maodan killed,

, Wagong members furiously- intended to

revenge on LL;at the funeral hall SL yowed
thatgif evidence was available to prove LL
the culprit he would repay all' with his lifes
Interestingly* he continued to encourage all

% %o turn sadness into anti-Sui. power but

never mentioned revenging on LL. His offer
to repay to all with his life might be read as
his regrets that LL had brought him
injustice, or his peniteﬁce about taking LL to
Wagong and standing by her several times,
causing the death of so many in the end
whigh he felt responsible for. The group did
not demand nor wish for his death, they only
expected his commitment to execute LL. for
righteousness, with which they would
confinue to regard him as a fellow.
Unfc;rtunately SL failed to do so, despite of
the obvious clues and high peer pressure,-he
still missed LL and wished to see her to
verify facts. Taken by surprise to see LL in
the woods at night, the first thing SL raised
was not about the Wagong fighters,
Sheungyi nor Bak Maodan but ‘you must be
disappointed seeing me here well and alive’,
‘how merciless you are, not sparing even
me’.' [t was a complaint about how LL
treated him. What had truly upset SL turned
out to be LL not having considered him in
handling Wagong's attack of the dragon
boat. To SL, not only had she ignored his life
but also his position and stance. On the
other hand, SL actually understood and
accepted LL’s choice to save her brother. He
further complained that it was unnecessary
for her to kill all his men, SL was angry
about the royal guard’s ruthless
extermination of his men but not so much
about her warning Yeung Kwong of the
danger.




ENRHNABEME(R™E
FEE R IRER= BRBO R SR /E 4 FB 4
ATSAKEPENME?) , =8 ™~ °
BREEAEEEMN, X2 | '
WMn, —HRBWHEAETXE
B, RT LRI o
I, XREERIMER BB

M AREHOER. MRR>

BIEL B REREBAZ A

&, BAMEXASMBETE

o E] fib i 7R R, kT R

B, XthE R EEME S

M7 WS E S SEIRIS, =EREE

BRANE Mo R R 5, {8
RIUKRAXAMT , BXREE
WMeMEE T ERAOOSE

RN, MEFRRBZ

BRI LA LT REE
HEXSHERESOENA
WEFARIE, ATRM—RW%

BTN E

- e

The Wag’ong group then arrived (they - |
miéht havewtra SL) and SL would
have ‘t@schoose between righteousness
and loyalty to brotherhood and affection
fon% hisgwvdman once again. He stood
behind , a gesture that hinted SL
would sg@hd by LL and stay on her side
against the Wagong fighters.

Conflicts in previous episedes did not =
invelve as many human lives: At this
. 'mon‘ient 500 lives lied between the
] ‘; couple and SL made a choice. Between
righteousness and affection chose
affection which moved LL so mdch that
she would risk her life to visit Wageng
again to save him. Knowing well thaghe

,would not live up to the Wagong gr@ip’s /
' -_"e’-pectation, SL se affection inSteadis

of! righteousness despi!—. pr Viousl)b".
telling Sheungyi that the la

er shouldibe N el

. one’s top priority, even if one had tos " - N \‘:
" Ll . . . E - & 3
. sacrifice his love. He never sacrificed L (;’k o O
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Upon finding LL, SL threw :
his torch to the ground to -

distinguish it and asked her

not to run, which had a

hidden message that others

might find her if she ran any ‘

further. SL was the last one £

to return to the hall of

Wagong, pretending that he X
could not find LL. He had
already made sure that she
did not run into anyone, and \
had safely left the area. For

the peace of mind he

probably spent some time in

the woods to check that the

rest of Wagong group had

returned before him. g -
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LL truly possessed the qualities to be an emperor. Taking
much risk to see SL at Wagong in ep 39, she looked
seriously concerned but acted calmly in the dialogue with
SL and in getting away from the Wagong group. SL left
Wagong to search for her and must be deeply worried to
see the tragic scene of Thousand Leaves Villa after it was
raided. However, he spoke differently from his heart
when meeting with Lee Mut in an old temple where LL
hid. Being extraordinary calm and well-controlled she did
not come out to clarify her stance. To her the larger
picture and replacing Yeung Kwong was more important
than her relationship with SL. She believed that
misunderstandings with SL would be cleared up sooner
or later, as she said in ep. 8.

Third parties often observe with a clear mind. Ching Au
Gam was the first one to point out SL’s affection for LL,
accusing SL of gaining personal benefits at the cost of the
group, saying that SL treated LL as treasure and there was
less hope pleading SL to revenge on LL than to plead his
big toe. When SL returned to Wagong in ep. 42 and
admitted having saved LL, Ching blamed him for letting
LL go multiple times. In other words, the group have
been speculating that SL had let LL go in all previous
incidents. Some said SL never cut ties with LL and was
not committed to overthrow Sui, which was a valid
accusation. In later stage Lee Mut criticised that SL had
failed due to lust. Chak Yeung had probably wished to
complain for some time that SL was influenced by LL the
whole time, that he failed the assassination and secret
agents’ base missions and lost more than 500 men, and
had spent too much thought on women. Later in ep. 42
SL was willing to be penalised for having released LL,
which responded to his willingness to repay for her, as

stated in ep. 39.
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SL injured LL with his sabre at the end of ep 40. Before
returning to Wagong he learnt from Yu Man Fa Kup that

LL was largely framed by Yeung Kwong and agreed with
Lee Mut’s analysis, which gave him an excuse for not
having to kill LL. Lee Mut was very cunning to have
encouraged SL to believe in LL’s innocence and asked him
to return to Wagong alone, which induced severe conflict
between SL and the group as expected in Lee Mut’s
scheme. SL had gone too far to request for men from
Wagong to save LL. Not to mention that he did not present
any evidence to prove LL’s innocence, even if she was
indeed innocent, there was no reason Wagong should save
an unrelated individual. It was indeed a demand for his
own personal interest. At this very moment LL appeared
with a message and no one would believe in her. SL
guaranteed LL’s truthfulness with his credibility as 2nd
commander, and protected her against Ching Au Gam'’s
queries and attack. The enemy’s plot to install explosives
after the group’s departure was immediately exposed,
overturning SL’s judgement, pushing his emotion and
nerves to a critical point near a total breakdown. Yet even
at that state SL did not totally lose his faith and hope on
LL, instead of delivering a death blow he injured her. Ching
Au Gam was right that SL could not bear killing her. He
stayed up to wait for further news and was shocked in fury
to be informed that what had been learnt from Yu Man Fa
Kup and at Five Miles Pavilion was fake, and that he had
been repeatedly tricked by LL. Yet even so, when SL learnt
that LL would be married to Turk he tried to stop Wagong
group from assassinating her (by then he should have
suspected that something went wrong). When LL was in
danger he would try to the last resort to save her from his
fellowship. He loved too much to lose her.
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After SL’s slash and LL’s injury
the two exchanged gazes twice,
both intending to speak but
speechless. SL’s gaze showed no
anger nor-hatred but a failing
attempt to express himself with
tears filling up. Being injured,
LL might be ffying to convey
her devastation about. the
forced marriage, her worry
about SL thus the escape and
misunderstanding, and above
all her disbelief and shock that
SL would have indeed slashed
her. SL’s gaze was equally eager
but hesitating to speak. There
as_noffa trace of anger as his
heart hurt. He wished to
express not having intended to
l)(ill her but had had no choice,
otherwise the rest of the group
ould do more than injuring
her. At the same time there was
in ' his gaze sadness of being

begrayed since jhe was led to
squBect LI}
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Ep 40 drew a boundary line, SL could not

accomplish both justice and affection
while LL could not save her personal affair
nor public duties. Their emotions and
conflicts were accumulated to a breaking
point where both had lost their usual
rationality, exposing their weaknesses to
all, with SL requesting for Wagong’s help
to save LL, and LL rushing to Wagong
without contingency plans. Both of them
broke down before and upon the slash.
Upon lifting his sabre SL decided to end
his affection and all conflicts for
righteousness, after the slash his mind
blanked out, only to see the princess froze
in awe for the very first time. LL was
exhausted to such a point that she was
shocked to realise the plot and failed to
explain herself. For the first time in her
life she cried for help, shouting in her
heart but did not have the strength to
spealg. Tony and Idy’s performance was
outstandlng.‘
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Looking back, when the two fought with

each other at SL’s villa in ep 6 LL suddenly |

stopped dodging from SL’s sabre and took
him by surprise. In ep 39 LL knelt for SL to
execute her, and SL spared her again. The
scenarios were different but the reason for
SL’s slash of sabre was common, both
directly due to LL’s duties in the royal court.
More importantly in common was LL’s
confidence in knowing that SL would not
slash her. The intensity of SL’s strike went
from a test between the two in the first time
to a more serious situation in the second
one. The third strike took place in ep 40 at
the highest intensity of the couple’s conflict.
While being shocked to realise that she had
fallen into Yeung Kwong’s trap, LL was also
exhausted after days of travelling. She even
lost the strength to point out that the
swordsman had betrayed her and could not
deploy any of her usual skills in defence and
debate. At the moment SL slashed her, the
belief that SL would not kill her also
collapsed and she had lost every game, both
on affection and duties, although she would
realise that SL had no intention to strike a
fatal blow (he would not bear to, as he said
in ep. 16).
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Both SL and LL were reaching the mental
breaking point of pressure-taking at the end of
ep 40. LL had been brought to the palace to find
her 4th brother executed, Thousand Leaves
Villa wiped out, herself being hunted by anti-Sui
forces and soon to be married off to Turk. Being
attacked from all sides she had nowhere to go.
Taking the risk to inform SL of a planned
explosion was her only hope and the only time
i she went to save her lover purely for personal
\ affection, without any political mission nor

‘l calculation on her side. As such, when she
”1‘_- realised having fallen in a plot she totally lost
i)Y her usual calmness and ability to defend, and
'/ was only able to say ‘it wasn’'t me’. The grave
.‘.‘: disappointment of her own judgement and
reaction was a large part of her despair during
her recovery at the dragon boat, which led to
her suicidal jump to the river. Being able to
speedily adjust emotions was one of SL and LL’s
strengths. Even in such a state of anguish
towards LL, SL did not deliver a fatal blow. Once
# encouraged by Hung Fut Nui he went to save LL
and did not give up about finding the truth.
After one attempt of suicide LL never gave up
her life again, and bravely lived on. She was
understandably unhappy during the trip to
® Turk, which was normal. The couple’s
emotional quality was praiseworthy.
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SL had slashed his sabre with fine control or
would have killed LL otherwise. Given his high
ability in martial skills he certainly knew the
consequence of each movement. He simply could
not bear a harder blow. Even at the most intense
state of anguish and nervous breakdown SL had
maintained sanity and at the moment he closed
his eyes (same in ep 33 and 39) he adjusted the
power of his strike to follow his heart.

The breaking point presented in this episode was
not only an eruption of all previously
accumulated conflicts, but also where SL was
made to choose between loyalty to brotherhood,
Wagong’s safety, justice for 500 lives and his
position as 2nd commander versus one woman.
Yet he chose to trust LL. All those valued at
Wagong added together were less than one
Princess LL. For the whole time the group
gathered before the explosion SL held his sabre
and stayed by LL’s side to guard her. Reading
from LL’s gaze on SL, perhaps even she had not

recognised SL loved her so deeply.
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The lines at the end of ep 40 were on point. SL said it
would be too late if they waited till Lee Mut’s return
before sending men from Wagong to save LL. He was
truly asking for too much and deserved to be criticised
by Chak Yeung. SL was invited to Wagong to take part
in anti-Sui activities but to many, he was known for
affairs with women. Yeung Kwong was precisely right
that the Wagong fighters were disturbed due to LL’s
presence. Upon LL’s appearance at the hall SL greeted
her with such intimacy and warmth that his claims to
cut ties with her and to repay everyone with his life
made only days ago became questionable. How could
he so easily believe in Yu Man Fa Kup’s account of
events? Why was he so easily convinced of Lee Mut’s
explanation? There was only one reason, that SL had
truly wanted to find LL an excuse.

LL’s lines were intriguing as well. ‘It is true this time,
she said right after telling SL about Yeung Kwong’s
plan to install explosives. Was it not a Freudian slip
that implied her previous claims were fake? (It was
true, indeed, that her reason to come to Wagong was
true this time and fake previously. ) LL was so worried
about SL that she lost her usual cautiousness in speech.
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In ep 39 SL found LL, the fugitive, in the woods of Wagong
sooner than everyone else. He was supposed to capture or
execute her. It was a perfect premier of his enlightenment to
hunt and kill LL by himself in view that she would otherwise
die in others’ hands. Instead of executing her to revenge for
Wagong’s 500 deaths he swung his sabre with severe conflict
in his mind, declaring justice for the dead but at the same time
letting LL go to maintain hope. As he had offered his life to
repay for all, he would not have to leave in the middle of the
night to find her if it was not for love. That was the second
time he would rather kill her himself to spare her from any
unnecessary pain. He finally injured LL in ep 40. Having fallen
into Yeung Kwong’s plot, SL misunderstood that the explosion
LL’s scheme. His pressure and faith both collapsed, yet he
could not bear killing LL. This was an extension of ep. 39 at a
higher level and the third demonstration of SL’s belief that it
was better for him to execute than to let someone else do it.
Having stayed up the whole night, SL was certainly devastated
to hear from Lee Mut that LL had deceived them.
SL slashed his saber towards LL twice as a gesture of seeking
justice for Wagong. The first slash in the woods took LL’s hair
accessories in response to 500 fighters’ death that was caused
by LL’s fore-warning to Yeung Kwong, who then escaped in
advance. The second slash responded to an explosion which
was unknowingly facilitated by LL and destroyed all major
buildings and rations of Wagong. Despite severe pressure from
the group, SL injured LL without causing any risk to her life
and remained sleepless all night.
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When Sheungyi described being injured by a
woman SL immediately suspected it was LL with
preconception. Being so certain he should act but
instead he stopped Ching Au Gam from hunting
and revenging on LL. In the funeral at Wagong he
emphasized the need for evidence. In the woods
shortly after, he firmly stated that LL was the killer
and that he must take her life for justice yet he
finally let her go (after striking his saber with fine
precision so as not to injure her). Having released
her, SL was supposed to leave it to their destiny (as
he said in ep 37) and not be bothered no matter LL
was married off or hunted after since he was in an
anti-Sui force anyway. In the contrary he was easily
convinced of LL’s innocence by Lee Mut and Yu
Man Fa Kup since it was what he wished for. He
hurried back to Wagong to seek help in saving her
and greeted LL moments later as if nothing had
happened, deeply obsessed with his love at the risk
of losing his reputation. In ep 42 SL returned to
Wagong after saving LL and looked guilty. If he
were innocent, he would ask the group how the
assassination went but instead, he attempted to go
straight into his room. Ching Au Gam’s mother
quite rightly condemned SL of losing conscience in
weighing LL more important than all the lost men.
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After SL’s second slash
and LL’s injury, the couple
were to speak with each
other again in a cave.
While the cave in ep 16
was filled with sweetness
in their confession of love,
this cave saw unresolved
pain, their gaze on each
other was deep and
complicated. By the time
they went to  the
monastery, however, both
have calmed down and
could treat each other at
ease as in their earlier trip
in ep 24. Their exchange

of glances during SL’s

introduction of LL to the
monk showed inseparable
ties in their hearts.
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At ‘Ehe rc;(':ky creek-side in ep 42 LL finall
accepted SL’s previous invitation to go to
the west country. Her expression subtly
changed from being calm in analysing their
individual situation to earnestly suggesting
SL to leave together. Once SL said the west
country was not where he wanted to go LL
tenderly asked for his choice, and was
shocked to hear he would return to
Wagong.
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Her slap woke SL up from the heroic mode

for justice to a personal mode of affection,
where he softly called her name. LL was
sad, disappointed and powerless when
delivering the slap, which was strikingly
different from the one she gave as a
revenge when she was in high spirit in ep
8. The cold mist and wind at the creek-side
poetically contrasted with the beautiful sun
in ep 8.
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SL was indeed affectionate to LL. Due to the
conflict in their position he had denied such
affection but would finally admit it. LL also went
through a huge struggle to eventually reunite wi

SL. Thus, after more than twenty episodes ‘of
tion,

seemed too brief. It was true that the two

dramatic turmoil the scene of their recon

characters were not people who communicated
their affection through words but the script coulds
have extended their meaningful dialogue, al '
allowed the audience one or two minutes more
indulge in their transition from a state of stiffné

to sweetness.

While his love for LL was acknowledged, to man

audience SL was too stubborn and owed LL an
apology for having hurt her. Even though they
were not sweet-talkers the emotions would be °

LL after telling her how his hear
Yet it is worth pondering why

him at all. If one would

points of views, one would see‘their difficulties
and choices made at each challenge to ultimatel
understand LL’s readiness to let go of the slash
and at the same time forgive herself for the
misjudgement which had caused the incident.
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An audience may feel that a much longer scene was needed for SL and LL to
talk through their emotions and true feelings and to seek consolation, but for

the couple whose minds and hearts were well connected it was not necessary.

Deep affection is wordless, sincerity is from within. Love that counts on
erbal expressions is not truly love.
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NEFERTFELHMSEE B, # After the raid of Thousand Leaves Villa LL was captured,
8. Pst. B, MIREHF— set up and framed, saved from suicide and sent to marry
ER4ZFE, =BRE2AFIERM, [E the prince of Turk. SL was not aware of these encounters.
B, =BBRE T —EZE K On the other hand, LL only knew a fraction of SL’s journey
. WEME. PEE. #®IE in the search for her and the truth, and how he was
, BEXRFRHM—, A deceived and accused. Yet, despite the missing information
y —ARHEERYIE—HE T of each other’s happenings, throughout the middle stage
ff. BEERRULRYERIR. BXXH of their relationship the couple managed to understand
BEE, §—XOHELRLHE R and consider each other’s situation, feeling and choices.
RFF THIR. BiERl1 o 2% Each of their separation was basically calm and concluded
BERZBMMKE, —KBERME with ‘noted, till then’. LL was graceful and SL was heroic,
BEE, BEHBMERFRIS|IA both were affectionate bearers of important duties. All
ANBEZE. ==5fREIH, {4 these made the couple’s story particularly intriguing.
SEAREREHBEEBINE&EEB AR Among tv dramas, this pair of lovers of The Grand Canal

EBYAREL

=

probably belonged to the most meaningful cohort.

BEAIRE AXEH 271 VA Maracter was written as a well versed true hero

N URUEEMIFELERSE his If would not be any ordinary person. Young
EdBA, BEEM) XM ZIZ— girls like Sheungyi and Mogau who could be easily seen
ERFLEEN, ZBBR=BATZHM through would only be subjects of care, as they would not
FTERMANZEME, F=2FE sparkle the appreciation, desire for closeness and conflicts
T2 BRI AR FI PSR, %GR between male and female, not even strong emotions. SL
ZINBERHE A =E, LS respected and appreciated Hung Fut Nui as a sibling
—MIZIEM S R ERIBE B ASLE without any affectionate attraction. On top of Hung Fut
BELZGE, MAELLIHZHIF Nui's qualities LL possessed a trait of cunningness and
BN BIIES, =BB—HE&HB ruthlessness. SL never underestimated LL. On the contrary
INEHMREMEEZE 15t EME he appreciated and was even cautious of her intelligence,
IERR T Xt EE TV E E which indirectly proved his recognition of her abilities.
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HILEFFMIINEB, FMNFE In order to appreciate the relationship between SL and
EEMMANERNITH, B®E LL one has to watch their interactions and behaviour and
AN B DX LA AR  consider their conflict in identities and effects of the ever-
TR ERIF IR, i ]1&/G8E changing surroundings. It was not easy that they could :
T—REXEARS, WEWFEM reunite at the end. Both of them were not keen in gaining
MABFEBEENEHMAAB power and authority. The major conflict between them

A, MBBPHNFEEEERBM was due to differences in their background and ways in

AL B EXEARR, =B rhandling problems. SL was born to a military family. p o
EHREHE, BAMBEXE Although he possessed the intelligence of administrative -
HNE=, BRITSENBERE court officials his actions were often open and straight- H{
KEZE, MBUXTHASE, forward. Further, SL felt responsible for the common & }q
BARIBEBUME —{FTE R people’s welfare and placed it as his first priority. “ ' .
EiRERABIE, FiAA =)L Therefore he could not ruthlessly sacrifice anyone to A
RIEBFEAE, FEXREREANE achieve a result. His kindness was the reason of his :
MZE repeated hejl‘tatlon durmg the battles

- [R—

Ll Ae ) :?;_;'_
Y

NEHG £, ERXZFEIF LLwasborntoa royal family and taught to regard all land
T+, MERAE=EXM{ iy and men their belongings. She did not possess the - .,
B, EIREiR AR mEZE -kindri?s% for common people like SL did. That did not ~
M AEARRE, FEBHNE imply that LL was merciless but her perspective in

AT RPN, SIZTFEHA analysing and considering problems was different. LL
?EQ‘H_’,%FE 18, fREMEHRA. would aim at resolving a situation and would not mind the

R X Bk 2R A 07 7 kind of means deployed during the process. For instance
E&Zﬁﬁ%lﬁ BB, JUEBR#AR 7T she captured Lee Mut in exchange for Hung Fut Nui and
ERFRRAZANMAIFE T fed him with poison without letting SL know. Not onlys

FE=88, LANEMAA, would she employ necessary means for an effective result,
RIRESL, WIRZA LT :Fé?i she understood SL very well and did not mind acting as
TAEATFNEE, REAKP. the bad cop. It was truly a fact that LL never cared how the
F=BBF %, FEHMWEY, /9 world judged her as long as Sui court and SL were safe.
Tfﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ'\]%ﬁ&ﬁﬁﬂ’] (28 Her testimony that ‘for you I could do even more

%), XA2HIE, X5 Lt despicable things’ was not a joke (ep. 28). The couple well

"B *hE SEHELFHY

complemented each other’s character on this point.
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NEBNMLFIEBA, Xt LL was one who consciously separated duties from private
IEE W AKX R 5| = BBAYM interests. Such integrity attracted supporters and SL as
B, TAREBRMEIRME, well. No matter how she was personally hurt and wronged,
AELIR Mt K2 KIEEAIERST her priorities and key principles were clear and never
BHIEE R 1SR, MBMMEL affected. She never asked SL to do anything for her. The
EEKRKS =AM+ A two of them matched each other with tacit understanding
=, AP FEXILKE/NEE from large to trivial matters and shared a common
FEEEIEREE, BBRXK perspective. If LL were indeed a cruel devil SL would never
NEFWREWZE O RIEN have fallen in love with her. She consistently placed Sui
AN, ZEFEA=E LM, #E court as top priority but her means and actions were well
R LAKPENE, HERTF controlled. In most circumstances she would not
MEREDT, KEHDBERT exterminate but leave her targets a chance, any necessary
EAREBH, HENHEHERE sacrifice would have been consciously weighed. In fact, LL
MEHENNER, MEM=BEB never directly served a hard blow on anyone associated
MEXBP A E AE ZXE TE with SL nor pushed her missions to the limit, thereby
F, UEEBELEMEZRT saving room for hope.

1w E2EEM OA, Both LL and SL were patient. They understood the
HENVINEEZEM, FMEMKSE importance of timing and that success would only come
TEERT, B—=E5MEZX with the right opportunity. They would only break the rule
#HMEERAIHHNERBRERAT when the other was in danger and there was no option.
BEmMAZ, XM MR This was a common trait of these two outstanding people.
AR M —22 FE
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Their first in depth conversation at Thousand Leaves
Villa was important to SL’s appreciation of LL’s
qualities. They exchanged their philosophies of life and
LL showcased her understanding of SL. The two thought
highly of each other through engagements from debates
to physical fights. Besides Suen Monk SL had had no
one to share his deeper thoughts with, not to mention a
lady of such intelligence and attractiveness.

In the crisis that SL and LL went through together in ep
5 in ep 16, there was a sharp contrast between LL and
Sheungyi. Despite Sheungyi said she was willing to die
with SL, at critical moments of danger she honestly
cried out not wishing to die. One must not blame a
young and unexperienced girl like her. No matter what
crisis was met LL never pleaded for help nor panicked
but, like SL, she would actively identify solutions and
settle with whatever followed. Both SL and LL were
calm and well composed as they faced death, being
trapped in a cave. From this perspective the two were a

perfect match.
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It was noteworthy that in ep 23 SL visited LL at
Thousand Leaves Villa one evening to seek
help in tracking Lee Ching and Suen Wah, and
requested her to allow Hung Fut Nui and Suen

b Monk to stay at the villa. This showed that SL

trusted in his heart that LL had not been
hunting him, and clearly distinguished her
from Yeung Kwong. As a fugitive he was brave
to have sneaked into the villa and believed that
LL would not corner him. SL ran into LL’s
study room holding Hung Fut Nui’s letter to
which LL responded with ‘you are early’. It was
early in the morning and SL did not knock on
the door, forgetting his manners. During their
journey and at the diner’s only LL was
analysing Lee Ching’s route, SL had his gaze
on her, ate and drank, and worried about
resting early. It seemed like he was not that
anxious after all. He was at such ease with LL
to have forgotten about the inappropriateness
of sharing a room with her, as if she were
already his wife. Interestingly Mogau
commented that SL and LL could not be lovers
since they always kept a distance from each
other (that was because you were in between,

| Mogau) and only talked about work plans and

itinerary. That would be normal for a married
couple.
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LL was definitely one who woke up early. She woke
earlier than SL again in ep 44 when SL set off to
Wagong to save Hung Fut Nui. SL ran into her study
room early in the morning after an argument in the
evening before, yet both of them felt fine to move on. SL
said if LL refused he would go on his own, implying he
had wished and planned for LL to search for Suen Wah
and Lee Ching together. Map-reading was LL’s hobby.
She read a map after returning from the mine in ep 5.
Having guests in the house was not a problem as she
would then read maps early in the morning. She decided
right away to set off for the search and abandoned the
strategy to delay the trip as suggested in the evening
before. As Hung Fut Nui pointed out in ep 41, how
would LL be a cruel devil?

In ep 24 SL and LL shared one guest room without
finding any inconvenience. While LL was a heroine SL
did not considered that sharing a room would be
harmful to her reputation. He was awaken to this fact
when Mogau mentioned about overhearing their
conversation on their life and fate, and immediately
looked startled. (He might also be startled for the fact
that Mogau could have overheard their discussion on
Yeung Kwong.) He was only joking to say he had not
regarded LL as a female, what it truly reflected was that
SL never treated her like other febrile females who he
had to take care of, but a comrade and even rival who
stood evenly with him side by side.
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his own force a aving Wagong. Her sophisticated upbringing, broad visions and
clear-minded det ion could not be comparable to ordinary girls. She was SL’s
best partner, assisting® ecision-making at moments of doubts, supporting and
comforting him upon failures and disappointment. In addition to romantic ad'mlra'tlon,,

SL’s gazes on LL always entailed his appreciation of someone of equal standing. Aghe

said his career and vision was a joint pursuit with LL (ep 53, ‘you share my grand
plans’). SL’s self-development and path to success was tough and life-threatening and
LL went through the whole journey by his side. Upon SL’s accomplishment of such
goals no other woman could ever compare with LL in any sense.
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During their courtship SL and LL never lacked topics

to share, from country-wide matters and civilians’

livelihood to personal hobbies which were not limited
to chess playing, drinking and appreciation of antiques
and the scenery, their interests were compatible. The
toughness of their relationship was all due to the
difference in their identity, conflicting positions,
hanges in their external environment and
isunderstandings induced by people around them.
Yet even so, whenever the two could spend time alone

they were sincere and honest to each other. Other love
interests did not affect the core of their affection.
Mogau was not a concern at all. Lady Suen Wah'’s
riendship with SL pivoted much on her brother Chan
uk Ming’s safety. Sheungyi spent most of her time
ith SL talking about LL which was obviously against
er own interest. Whenever LL left SL would rather be
alone to quietly think about her, drink or play the flute
on his own. He would turn down Sheungyi ’s offer for

company such as a walk for flower picking. From the

e * female’s perspective Sheungyi completely failed to
, attract SL, thus her best card is to play sad and pitiful.
» I - . : ) et !:"Yet that could only bring her SL’s sympathy and soft—s -
€ o g et Se e T ’ : heartedness but never win his heart. A superior perso 5 -4
‘:‘:v i -’SM.;* - .' ¢ . .' - . would only be attracted by another superior persor:\,ﬁ
U T oo .r)-g.. - and a weak soul would only be pitied. SL and LL were e |
" 3 Wb 1, ' " o ;-- two superior people who were borne to be leaders and; >
- ’.":' -’ b . 10k made for each other. ' i

e . e N Y, v SN
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One of LL’s fine qualities was never she would not harm him. That was becausé
asking to be rewarded in the relationship LL ‘had two major ‘tasks in progress that
with'SL. The two were not synchronised in  could only be undertaken by herself. On her
the pace of developing their affection. duties there.was overthrowing Yeung Kwong
In the middle stage SL struggled between Jand on her personal agenda she had to
righteousness and love. By his actions he Jfreveal Sheungyi’s true intentions. Her
had chosen love and invested more in the [ investment in the: love relationship was

|”'/l.

relationship than LL. LL chose love over _-’r precisely the acceptance of potentially losing
loyalty to her identity in the early stage, Mit. She was ready to sacrifice her affection if
lying to her father and causing her 3rd 'necessary, and weuld facilitate SL if he would
brother’s death. In the middle stage she $have to execute her for justice. In ep 39 she
chose to place loyalty to the Sui court her ’pffered SL h,ermesowe the situation,ja
first priority (to a certain extent to repay !.soft strategg’ athér fthan a hard fight but i
regrets to her father), and admirably nevertheless she was prepared to lose. Even
never asked SL to do her anything. No though LL had chosen to serve Sui first, her
matter if SL misunderstood her or was inner affection for SL had not stopped thus
angry with her, she held the baseline of when the two reunited in ep 43 their love for

being satisfied as long as SL believed that each other was equally deep.
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Although the pace of their affection was not synchronized
and choices were different, the depth of SL and LL’s
affection for each other was the same. The cave scene Ep
16 was a milestone to conclude the first stage of their
relationship at which the two honestly expréssed to each
other their thoughts and uncertainties. All Ehe combats,
debates, failure in recruitment, discontent in gelocation to '
the west country and misunderstanding about Suen Wah ¢
ere history and gone. SL finally confessed ‘having' been
fond of LL for a long time. LL responded that no mattes
living or dead nothing could part them thus there was no
longer anything to fear about. At that moment both of
them spoke their heart without knowing they were about
to embark on a stormy journey to face various tests.Their
fondness of each other at that point had not elevated to
deep affection. In the second stage being ep 17 to 43 the
two went through even more challenges in maintaining

and developing their relationship. Their respective identity

had changed since the previous stage, each carrying

missions and responsibilities that could not be openly
explained, while other characters on both sides schemed % :

and added pressure to the situation. Fortunately; imStéad" of\

diminishing their love for each other had inteasified. Both
of them willingly took risks for the other at times of crisis. \
By the third stage from ep 43 to 60 all had settled, their
bounded hearts were strong enough to withstand any

circumstances. Together they fought for a grand vision ' : -

and no external factor or person could ever part them.
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LL was the only female who SL considered as a peer of
equal capacity, unlike all other females who he, as a more
capable figure, would offer care. SL treated Mogau and
Sheungyi as innocent young girls which was the precise
reason Sheungyi could have hidden her plot and lies for a
long time (an indirect proof that SL had no interest in her
in any affectionate sense). He respected and took the
responsibility to protect Suen Wah for gratitude. He
stopped even Hung Fut Nui from engaging in a battle,
stating that it is a matter for males. Among the females
SL only regarded LL an equal counter-part. They would
discuss any matter with each other. With profound
understanding of the other they listened to each other’s
opinion. SL’s recognition of LL was at a high level. The
relationship was tangled in difficulty for a considerable
duration because of their love for each other. Since SL
held high expectations, demand and profound affection
F for LL, in circumstances where he suspected to be
cheated, betrayed and harmed by LL, he would be
extremely agitated, saddened and lost. He would not care

Ex as much if another person did the same to him and might

at most avoid and ignore that person.
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i T NERZHES1E The couple had not well understood their affection for each other
SERBEECHEIE, while people around them knew and clearly saw through them. SL
ZIUAEFIE T, ME would not harm LL and would not let anyone harm her, including
BRI 1B 2/E%, his brothers. From the surface he seemed to have chosen justice,
—BRFL2 L ILe0{rIERAR but his actual actions followed affection. In the early days LL
=AERE, HBEARS= thought that she would not fall in love with SL for real, only to be
IEERIAfAEN, € seen through by her brothers and bodyguards. Although she
AOFEFEEWERNT controlled well in the middle stage to place duties to the Sui cour
211, R EFEZE first, her emotion was influenced by personal affect10
BIEE T XS, HFEIT was at Wagong. In ep 39 she took a huge risk an b

ip=pin = W . \E had let go of all reservations and cautiousne ”
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When Comfortlng Hung Fut Nui in ep 43 LL pbmted out

that when a stubborn pers&)n decided to trusft you, he
would never change nor regret.f_or the rest of his life. LL
knew SL too well. This obseriv'étion-ejchéed with her
comment on SL in the beginning of the story that the
more he seemed to be cold the more affectionate he

was. She then switched her tone to saythat Lee Ching
would not be as harsh and unreasonable as SL. What a
witty remark.

The major difference between SL and LL in their
personality was that SL could not tolerate humiliation
and being wronged nor pretend in front of anyone he
was familiar with. He was a straightforward person who
would avoid spending time with villains. When seeing
Sheungyi stole his letter he wanted to catch her on spot
immediately, if it was not Hung Fut Nui holding him
back they might lose the chance to investigate who was
behind the scheme. He would have casted Sheungyi out
of the underground city if LL did not suggest using her
to trace the culprit. He would protect and trust those he
regarded as friends or family members and show his
dislike or distrust of anyone he considered disreputable.
SL’s clear distinction of love and hate was the typical
character of the zodiac sign Leo. Once a liar is revealed,
he would lose SL completely and be permanently taken
out of his life and his mind, there was not a second
chance. This characteristic attracted LL the most. Once
he offered true affection he would be ‘unswervingly
dedicated without regret’ (quoted from LL in ep. 43) as
seen in his devotion to the princess.
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LL had a temperament to deploy necessary means to
achieve a goal and would not feel guilty for using tricks
that were not entirely righteous. She would not frown
for tolerating humiliation nor worry about her lover
wronging her for a period. Such factors would not
influence her grand plans nor her judgement on other
subjects, therefore she did not unmask Sheungyi despite
having been aware of her lies. LL and Lee Ching would
respect each other for possessing this common trait. SL
was attracted to LL for such ability as she had endless
plans and was more tolerant, patient, and ruthless than
himself. Large scale affairs were always well managed
under LL’s control. She was the sophisticated version of
Hung Fut Nui with added beauty and grace, and
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LL ordered her men to put out the fire she set at Lee
Mut’s villa. She informed Lee Mut to save Ching Au
Gam and his gang at Long Pun Shan. On one hand LL
did not wish to push to the limit and on the other she

absolutely unmatched. LL was different from Lee Mut in
that she would not resort to do anything morally wrong
nor push rivals to the wall. Setting means and goals
clear, LL would not kill anyone innocent.

ould certainly be avoiding a conflict with SL while
pursuing her targets. More fundamentally, it was her
usual style not to sacrifice innocents unnecessarily. As™
LL once said, killing is a passive way (ep 8). A superior
person should be able to win others’ loyalty, and
hereby feel accomplished. Not having gone pass SL’s
baseline was one of the reasons LL could be a couple

~
. : 4 d
accusations on her at Wagong. He believed LL was not{Fas

ith him, and the major reason SL had doubts about

@ merciless demon not only because he loved her but :" .y
A

also based on his judgement of her personality.

1. /’J.e
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Knowing the weakness in his own character, SL
accepted LL’s use of tricks such as poisoning Lee Mut,
holding Lee Yuen hostage to escape from his city, and
even capturing Ching Au Gam and Chun King to stop
Lee Ching’s attack. These are things that SL would not
do but did not mind LL doing. SL and LL’s values did
not contradict and could complement each other. LL
could counter-act SL’s problem of being tied to
personal feelings and help him with alternative means.
She was borne with the qualities of an emperor, yet as
a female it would be difficult to fight for the throne
and she had no intention to do so.
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SL was strong in having a broad perspective, in military
actions and understanding country-wide business. He
was an outstanding man. Yet, he was not well on-guard
against insidious plans and overly trusted others. SL
thought those he treated well would treat him the
same way, which was the reason Lee Mut could have
hidden his intentions for a considerably long time. LL’s
strength in this area supplemented SL’s weakness.

As LL said, SL leaned too much on personal affection
which led him either deceived or stuck in dilemma.
This temperament would be an obstacle in competing
for the throne. LL became critically important in SL’s
career in the later stage and was basically his advisor.
When SL hesitated about attacking the city Tung Kwan
since Lee Ching couple was held as hostage, and when
he was frustrated after losing a battle it was LL who
encouraged him. SL was too soft-hearted to have
spared Lee Mut’s life in honour of Sheungyi’'s request
which caused the loss of many innocent lives. Yet LL
did not blame him but showed support by his side. She
was truly precious.
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SL was disheartened after losing a city, fortunately LL was there to remind
as long as %ad an army he had not lost. The two of them worked
',;,‘, ily well together. SL killed Lee Mut at the end. He would not owe justice to
_ people only for Sheungyi’s sake. For the same reason and with no
n, he would not spare Yeung Kwong for the sake of LL. LL was truly someone

find. She knew well about the best choices and necessary sacrifice one needed

to make to accomplish a larger goal. Even in the last episode she did not object to SL’s
hesitation but expressed that she would not push him to do anything against his will
and would be contented as long as they lived and died together. That was the highest
state of love. While SL’s love was evident in ignoring his life, reputation and position
for her sake, LL’s love was expressed in supporting and consoling him in both the best
and worst times. That was great love between the two.
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