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shElE, B ERESHENE,

This colloquial article began in a chat room of a social
platform where two new and distantly located
acquaintances, both admirers of The Grand Canal,
started a dialogue about a beautiful melodic piece of
background music in the saga and went on to discuss
infinitely about the love story of the main characters,
Cheung Sam Long the Bearded Hero and Princess Lan
Ling, abbreviated as SL and LL respectively. With
amateur English translation added, the original text
messages are humbly bound as a book with the hope to
reach readers who share the same interest.
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The authors have come across audience with different
views on the love story of The Grand Canal. Some felt
that the princess suffered injustice and Sam Long did
not love her deeply enough. Others find them equally
entangled in love and hate. In fact, Sam Long loved only
Lan Ling and exerted much effort in the relationship.




An audience who supports Lan Ling alone could easily
find Sam Long’s affection inadequate and the princess
in eternal despair. Watching from the perspective of a
supporter of the couple and paying attention to the
sequence of events from both sides, however, one will
discover new details and gradually see why Lan Ling had
no grievance of Sam Long’s mistrust, how he had always
loved her, and be happy for their ultimate long-lasting
trust in each other. Lee Mut and Sheungyi were merely
characters to amplify SL’s benevolence and
righteousness.

ZHEAF I E R AGKRANTE, ZANSERE
FIaERRITEE, AMAEFRFERT=BERRE
B, FEECEET RAMIW, thEABEESHR
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15, FRUBMSENRERNVERRERITIROARE,
ESIRFEFSE, WRREEHMER,

Both Sam Long and Lan Ling held responsibilities that
affected life and death of many, and their relationship
had met various challenges since the beginning. There
were reasons why Lan Ling never blamed Sam Long. She
was aware of her choice to protect the Sui court with
priority, which rendered a romantic exit with Sam Long
a distant goal. She then infiltrated Sam Long’s anti-Sui
camp as an undercover, and it could not be clearer that
they became enemies. Even so, Sam Long defended for
her and upon loss of his men he still set her free. Their
affection for each other was equally deep, physically out
of pace but synchronised and never given up in their
hearts. This made it possible for them to reunite without
an extra word once their respective duties for the royal
court and Wagong Village were discharged, upon which
they were truly free to love each other.
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Although there is plenty of room for improvement in
the script of The Grand Canal, the main love story was
meaningful and its leading cast, Tony Leung and Idy
Chan, vividly presented the souls of their characters to
leave a long-lasting impression. The effort of those
involved in the production was not wasted as the show
is still missed and appreciated today, 35 years after its
premier.

&#&, 2022458
Mavi
Hong Kong, May 2022
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SL and the emperor Yeung Kwong each ‘_ . y I
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principles to uphold benevole nce and
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SL’s misunderstanding of LL on several occasions were due to
his lack of full confidence that the Princess would fall in love
with him (LL did trick him, in fact). As a descendant of imperial
generals, he regarded LL and only her as a female at his own
level who truly matched him. He viewed all other women as ,
subjects to whom he should provide help and care. As a result,
after several occasions of misunderstanding that LL had made
use of his deep affection, he reacted extremely. :
The best of SL’s character was his kindness and voluntary “

contribution for the common people’s good, as he stated in the =

first episode and in a later dialogue with Monk Suen. He placed
the country and people’s welfare above his glory and life and
such nobility deeply attracted LL since it was uncommon in a
royal court.

SL had not truly recognised in the beginning and through their |
courtship how much they would have to give up to stay
together. He was too simplistic to think that they could be
together once LL agreed to leave the royal court. LL was a
princess and bore responsibilities, even if she left the court she
would not be happy to overturn Sui dynasty with SL. Given their
character and believes, even if they retreated one of them may
choose to resume responsibilities in future when needed.
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SL did not mind to retreat, but he would only do so if the
country was in peace since he would not ignore the
people’s suffering. After LL reunited with him (after ep. 43)
the two had slightly different objectives at first. SL regarded
Yeung Kwong and Sui court as one entity. LL, however, only
revolted against Yeung Kwong but not the Sui court nor her
own family’s bloodline. For this reason she had spared
Yeung Kwong’s life and was determined to revenge on Yu
Man Shu and his son for scheming and murdering him. At
Thousand Leaves Villa SL relieved LL’s emotional deadlock
in her loyalty to Sui and her family. At that point all her
brothers had died, Yu Man family had taken over control of
the country and there was no chance for a princess to
become king in her family’s behalf. Only under these
conditions could LL convince and free herself to support
SL’s endeavour to gain control of the country with all her

heart in the last episodes.
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LL had read very early that the more SL appeared to be cold
the more affectionate he actually was. As a royalty she
possessed good skills in understanding people and
relationships. When re-watching the saga, try to focus on
SL and LL’s dialogues with others, for example with Lee
Mut and Hung Fut Nui, it would prove indirectly that LL
was always in his mind. Although he kept saying that she
would pay for her wrongdoings, even if all evidence pointed
at LL he could not make up his mind to reprimand her. SL
spoke fiercely sometimes but his actions always aligned
with his heart and mind. Whenever something happened to
LL he immediately rushed to protect her, totally forgetting
about the commander’s duties and anti-Sui missions. LL
never asked him to do these, but he would. Deep affection
is wordless, things easily said are not true love.

In ep. 29 SL took the risk to save LL from Yeung So on his
own and only managed to escape with Lee Ching couple’s
help. Despite saying he was angry with LL for casting
Sheungyi away, his actions proved everything. SL loved LL
fully. Both of them were not sweet talkers but they always
placed each other’s safety the first priority.
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SL expressed twice that he would repay LL with his
life. The first time in ep. 39 at the funeral of
Wagong fighters and Bak Maodan who died in the

failed attack on the emperor’s dragon boat. He
defended LL and said if it was proved in future that

she had been the culprit he would kill himself to
repay for the deaths. In the second time in episode

41, he felt hopeless about finding the truth and told

his sister that if LL was proved to be innocent in g
future, he would make up for wronging her with his

life. At that point he had offered Ching Au Gam his )
saber to revenge on LL and only decided to save hw
Hung Fut Nui’s As g \
commander of the anti-Sui army SL lf ' ;
responsibility to the Wagong troops. He must fiot % ’

»

after encouragement.

cause damage to the army due to his personal

- = k

affairs, this is exactly the same situation as LL had Al
with the Sui royal court. From“this perspéctive he # ‘
regarded LL highly important and repeatedly |
insisted that evidence must be found, all becatse hey |
still doubted she was guilty and also hoped she had f
truly loved him.’Seeing LL in his dreams and

deciding to kill her*himself was obviously an excuse

and a lie to himself in order to save her from the § '
others. It is unbelievable that he indeed intended to
kill her, as he already declared that if LL was found

guilty he would pay for her debts with his life.
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Interestingly, right after he declared to die for her
wrong doings, LL took the hugest risk she ever had to
see him and to make sure he safely escaped from the
failed attempt to assassinate the emperor. The first
reaction SL had upon seeing LL was not killing her to
revenge for fellow fighters, but to complain that she
had not cared about his life in stopping the
assassination, just like a boy complaining to his
girlfriend. Later SL managed to find LL ahead of the
others, which echoed with his ability to distinguish
LL’s footsteps in ep. 47. A detail to note was that SL
threw away the torch to distinguish it so that the
others would not see her. He knew it would not do
justice to the dead fighters, Bak Maodan and
Sheungyi but he let LL go anyway, therefore he was
sleepless that evening, knowing he did something
wrong but could not help it.
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In the middle stage of the story SL was not only angry about
LL making use of their relationship in her missions, but also
about himself not being able to cut ties with her. He decided
several times to follow what evidence allegedly showed but
believed she was innocent every time and could not bear
hurting her. SL could have easily captured LL if he wished
since SL’s martial art skills was unmatchable although hers
was the highest among female roles in the story.

In ep. 29 SL felt miserable and could not help but to rethink
whether LL was as despicable as he scolded in forcing
Sheungyi to leave. He decided to seek Hung Fut Nui’s opinion §
on whether LL had been too merciless. Hung asked whether
he loved LL deeply, and SL looked wronged and totally
helpless. He could not focus when playing chess with Hung
and only thought about LL when Lee Ching shared that
Yeung Kwong and Yeung So were going to war. At the capital
city he turned down Hung’s suggestion of visiting Thousand
Leaves Villa saying that LL had cut ties with him and he
shouldn’t bother. He was obviously cheating himself. Once
they discovered that Yeung So had taken over the Villa SL left
at once to save LL, not even informing the Lee couple. After
saving LL he held her arm the whole time. Love was in all
these details.
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When informed that LL was being hunted by the emporer’s men
in ep. 33 SL hesitated to save her. It would contradict with his
stance at that time although he very much wished to go, he
therefore sought Hung Fut Nui’s support. SL observed the fight for

some time to find out whether he should be engaged, and closed |

his eyes at the moment before striking his sabre (which he did &&

again in ep. 40 before slashing at LL). It signified that SL knew he

should not save her but he could not hold himself back. When LL E&&

woke up SL only sat next to the bed and asked for facts, and did

not offer support when she sat up. He was certainly still angry =5

with LL for casting away Sheungyi twice with unreasonable means
but more importantly, he had doubts.

Portraited as an intelligent person, he would not be so naive to & -4, <

ignore LL’s potential motive and deception. He remained cautious g

at first during LL’s stay at Wagong and did not show personal
feelings, avoiding LL, asking HFN to send LL food and staying alert
when LL was found to be out on the night they identified a spy.
Yet SL could not hide his feelings and anxiety anymore when LL
left Wagong leaving him with a note (immediately forgetting
about the mission he was about to lead). When he returned to
find LL held in the dungeon, injured and sick, his heart truly
ached. Contrasting with LL’s first arrival at Wagong, this time SL
tended to her the entire night, sat by her on the bed to hold her
when she woke up, and reminded her to be cautious of the hot
soup. By then he had basically trusted her. Alas, more suspicious
incidents and schemes were to come to push them to a critical
point.

8
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SL actually loved LL the same all the way, no matter
how upset he was emotionally and how he talked
about cutting ties, he could not leave her in danger
but would rush to attend to her problems. For saving
face he might say LL deserved what she got and did
not need his protection, but action proved everything,.
In ep. 30 he went to the capital city for LL. Not long
after he refused to visit the princess did he worry
about her, watching anxiously outside Thousand
Leaves Villa. As Hung Fut Nui later said, no one
could change SL’s mind if he had made a decision.
She could not have convinced him so easily if he had
not wished to see LL at the capital city. The truth was
he had always wish so and only needed a reason.
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SL’s judgement and emotion
was often affected by LL. His
mind hooked on to LL like a
young boy in love. In the
middle stage he felt wronged
and fooled by LL, his affection
wasted. Ep. 40 marked the end
of this stage. SL first left
Wagong to kill LL then
returned to request for men to
save her. He behaved rather
unreasonably when
questioning what the others
would need to trust him (even
if LL was not a spy there is no
reason for Wagong to save
SL’s personal friend). LL then
appeared and when Ching Au
Gam attempted to revenge on
her, SL instantly resumed his
commander’s role and
solemnly stopped Ching. Soon
after this came the explosion
and as SL found himself
cheated his gaze on LL showed
disappointment, love and hate
all at the same time.

*" o 1\ \
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In the 10 episodes at Wagong Village SL needed much
sympathy as he was mentally tortured and torn
between suspecting LL, deciding to trust her, facing
successive incidents that made her suspicious, LL’s
defence and all the others in angry voices vowing to
kill her ~ She left without bidding farewell and I must
find her, she was injured so let me tend to her. Due to
her deceptive role 500 men had died, how shall I face
the widows and orphans? [ must repay her crimes with
my life, yet I need evidence to prove she was guilty. Her
departure might be the best solution yet she was
hunted and murdered in my dream and that was
worrying, I must go to find her. Yu Man Fa Kup
revealed that all was Yeung Kwong’s schemes so she
was innocent and I could finally explain to brothers of
Wagong and go to save her. I had better trust her
about the explosives. What? It was only a plot! ~ SL
had been continuously debating with himself between
trusting and saving LL and suspecting her. Whenever
LL raised her voice SL lowered his without much
integrity, instead of insisting on a verdict of her
guiltiness he would change his mind in half an
episode, his actions betrayed him and show that he
could not let go of LL in his heart.

11
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SL was outstanding in both literature and marital arts, he took
responsibilities for the people and was also a sophisticated
and caring man who read humanity well. Such a person
deserved to be matched with a royalty. Given these qualities,
SL and LL matched each other perfectly well and they would -
have no grievance nor regrets as a couple. :

Ching Au Gam was not a sophisticated person but was \ ‘I
accurate in saying that SL became undecisive and senseless | ; I‘l T
when it came to LL. The key point is, SL never denied it nor \\\ " M0

.

tried to explain. Whenever he was agitated and left speechless -
due to her, he would thump this fist and exclaim ‘how dare -
you'. These reactions did not match a hero but more a boy in § ' u

love who had been tricked by his lover.

12



WIRER], K=BRRVERERETFEITIER,
BERELIMAGHILH), tREHNIEECR
FIRELZEEA, FERENERTEERSE

spFER, MERMERIEE, MAELTET -

¥, B4, BAREMERARTRE
K=BREEEE RIS, XIMaEBRSIZ
MLz NERMWEEZ—, WONERE, i /
DftEERA T AEZE%, B2EEItHmAN
REAAUE—E, RAXELEBATEER,
FrlEESE T ARMUE T URF, BlPZ
AEMINREARBK=ZMEAR=ZRAERE
4w, TR TERER T ABERFRZERFK
BB ge—ie, FUtHIFTME.

Overall speaking, SL was not a tame person.
Similar to Linghu Cong (The Smiling, Proud
Wanderer), if he wished he would do anything
for you but there was no chance to bend him
otherwise. He did not care much about his life
and wealth. Yet he was destined to endure pain
and troubles for loving LL. As he confessed
later (with HFN in ep 41) he used to freely
roam the land and conquer all paths and had
never expected to be grounded for love.

One of the reasons SL attracted a large group
of followers was his heroic personality. He was
not keen in gaining power and eventually lost
the battle to become emperor of a new
dynasty. Yet that enabled him and LL to be
together ever after. Since he did not care too
much about power it was easy for him to give
up the throne. The question of ‘what if you
were not Cheung Sam Long and I were no .
Princess Lan Ling’ came up several times in|
the saga. It was a hint to the ending in
both SL and LL gave up their original identities
to be together. There would not be ther
way.

y
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The most appealing trait about LL was

that she understood her duties and took
full responsibility for her actions. SL was
of the same kind and they never
requested the other to do anything for
them. It was a love relationship between
two mature individuals.
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highly intelligent, noble and
ful

and a truly outstanding
nale. Even Yeung Kwong would refrain
n pus ng her too much. It was partly
itual feeling rooted in the
ing of these siblings as LL was
parents’ favourite child and
le loved and spoiled her. Among
‘Man Shu was the person who
ded LL a threat the most. He
bed LL as a thorough thinker who
ood at manipulation. As LL not
about Yeung Kwong’s crimes
yverthrow him but could also
s ambition, Yu Man Shu tried___

a

r multiple times.
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SL was first attracted by LL’s beauty and grace, which was
step one to all that followed. Secondly the two were on par
in intelligence and battling power. Thirdly LL was
mysterious and raised SL’s curiosity. Fourthly, she was
ruthless and acted with determination like a male. It is
men’s nature that SL would not have been interested
without challenges. Then, with LL’s strategic moves and
retreats, soft and hard skills in negotiation on top of
several life-saving favours, SL was entirely enchanted. He
never underestimated LL, in the mid stage he was
consistently considerate about her circumstances and role.
The two connected with each other naturally and share
interests from trivial matters about wine and chess to
country affairs such as floods and farming.
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Another strength of LL was that she never cared about
others’ misunderstanding, even that of SL. She always kept
her goals clear and set priority well in handling important
missions first. When SL misunderstood that she was
involved in raiding his house in ep. 19 and left in fury, all
she thought about was how to manage Yu Man Shu. More
misunderstandings were to come later due to Yeung
Kwong, Lee Mut and Lee Sheung Yi but LL could put aside
pride and romance for the sake of protecting the Sui court
and investigating for the truth.
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Although LL loved SL deeply, what she had sacrificed
was exactly her involvement in the blossoming love
relationship. When SL suggested a step forward she
would slow him down. Given her circumstances it was
sufficient as long as SL trusted that she would not
harm him. They were on a different pace until the
circumstances changed. SL gave more than LL in their
love relationship before their reunion, putting aside
anti-Sui work and brotherhood several times for her.
In fact SL and LL both loved each other deeply. LL was
a princess and her royal duties were not optional.
Being responsible to the relationship, she did not over
commit to SL. In the first time SL invited her to leave
the royal court she replied that SL should know she
could not, and in the second time she said it was not
time yet. To her what mattered the most was SL’s
safety and his trust that she would not harm him
rather than removing accusations on her. By ep. 42
she had gone through life and death and presented
proof (about Sheungyi) but SL still could not be fully
convinced, making her angry and frustrated. When SL
finally said he believed in her she needed nothing
more to promise him anything he wanted.
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LL was not entirely innocent. Supporters may only
see that she suffered in the relationship but the facts
were that her first priority was the Sui Court. She was
indeed a spy at Wagong, Ching Au Gam did not
wrong her on this point. Although she did not
execute the few major incidents, she was not
guiltless. She cared about SL’s life but not the others’,
and she would want to remove Wagong for the sake
of Sui. LL was very clear about her role and
determined that should be
extinguished. SL invested more in the love
relationship than LL in the first half of the story. LL
was a remarkable character for her distinctive

anti-Sui  forces

delineation of imperial duties and personal priorities.
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LL’s character was complex and therefore had
weaknesses too. People and events around her
involved dramatic changes and potential scheming.
She showed complete trust on Yeung Kwong although
she had been convinced that he was the culprit. In
the plot of sending LL to Wagong village, Yeung
Kwong used her to disrupt anti-Sui forces and was
prepared to sacrifice LL one way or another. LL was to
prevent Wagong from threatening the royal court and
made use of the chance to work with her 4th brother
on overthrowing Yeung Kwong. She only wanted to
remove Yeung Kwong but not the Sui court, and was
in conflicting position with SL. All she could do was
to keep him alive and she would not care about

whether the others survived. Being less ruthless,
herself captured and 4th brother killed, she finally
had no further means to overturn Yeung Kwong.



BREAEMRETE R, FOEATHEE LR, T=IET
ARERN, IRRAREND, MARS=H, BR¥—F/R3
SE= RS B OMEE? ERRRTER, VEXEER? —HE
17%IR E TIHEME, —FABIEOMEE? 1
SOEAE FIFIAS AT RNHLEERS, BRMHRT—1
AEUERI= %ﬁru,Am%ﬁmﬁm—%%mmﬁwxéj.
TFx, MERNRGERNER BELRTHERERM,
ANES RS KR SeR S A DR IR o
ATHAMNER, H—ERRMFRETEHGLEERNSE,
R%Aﬁm%ﬁmﬂmﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁF —REMRRBE
MATEREETOANMNERILRLE, X
ﬂmmMﬁaaﬁﬂ,wmm_%ZEmEm&;,
MRBIHERER, AE=BBIMGE, MEEEE
SENTTRRY, MEEEZBAHERNR
B, HIEWMERRIAMMIZNE, FiL405A
HERIEE = BBENA G

R

There were 2 incidents in which LL decided to face de:
39 LL offered SL her life to fulfil his responsibility as""'é
commander of Wagong. By doing so, did she intend to prove her ;
innocence, to complement SL’s goals, or to gamble upon SL’s
trust on her? Later in ep. 41 LL attempted suicide, what was in her
mind, half being regretful about falling in Yeung Kwong’s trap
and half being desperate?

LL took great risk in visiting Wagong to check on SL’s safety in
ep. 39. That she dared to go alone implied that she was confident
that SL would listen and not kill her. At that time she was not
aware that Yeung Kwong had killed her 4th brother and ordered
to capture her, her plan to revenge and overthrow Yeung Kwong
was still on and she would not give up her life. _
LL was very clever. She survived with her intelligence, especially
at Wagong defending herself with rational reasoning when .
others were to kill her. In the last debate she made use of
Wagong’s rules of justice to force Chak Yeung step back and let
her go. It was wise to gain advantage upon others’ rules, even
with SL. In ep 39 she escaped from the men by kneeling to thank
Chak Yeung. When SL found her, she offered to die in his hands
instead of the others’, knowingly applying soft skills to exit when
a hard fight would fail. She was rather certain that SL would not
kill her. SL certainly understood her tactic but he had no other &%
way out and would willingly walk into her plan. Having done so,
both SL and LL found themselves in awe later when SL indeed
slashed LL.
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Rushing to Wagong in ep 40 to warn SL of an
explosion was the only time LL saved him purely
out of her affection without any other aim. It was

the only mental support she had before the

marriage to Turk. She was therefore shocked in
surprise upon being slashed, since in all previous
experience of being attacked, at Wagong or
elsewhere, she was always in a mission and well
prepared. It was also the very first time she acted
without full preparation, not having any excuse nor
contingency at hand. As the plot unfolded after the
explosion, she was not even able to react as usual to
point out that Siu Sheung Swordman had turned
against her (though people might not believe in it).
This was because by that time she had nothing left
and was totally exhausted. She had not even made
sure whether SL was at Wagong before setting off
to warn him about the explosives. This was the first
and only time that the confident princess panicked.
LL’s should be

comprehensive picture of the story in mind, and not

character analysed with a
singling out an angle purely on her love
relationship with SL. Both LL and SL were not
people who placed love their first priority, by their
values, they would be sadly devastated but were
destined not to die just for love. In the entire drama
the only time LL felt hopeless was when she threw
herself to the river. The suicidal act was not due to
SL alone but her conclusion that all her options had
been exterminated. On duties, her parents and
trustable brothers were all dead and as a princess
she could not save the Sui céurt and take revenge
on Yeung Kwong sinéle—handedly. On love, the gap
between she and SL hadsbecome unmendable and
she would be married to Turk. She was therefore
desperate for onéjmoment despite of her resilience.
It was an understandable Wegk-ness as a human but
she never had this thought again on the way to
Turk, having attacked Yeung Kwong and announced
cutting ties with her remaining brothers befor
departing. LL was tough and would not give up
her§elf unless there was no choice.
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Chan Suk Ming's assassination attempt on
Emperor Man of Sui in ep 18 told LL’s trust in SL
and was a grave mistake she made due to romantic
interest. As the head of intelligence LL was fully
responsible to the emperor for letting Chan go after
knowing that he was actually the former prince
who faked to be dead. The deal was that SL would
ensure Chan would not rebel against the royal court
and LL would forget about his past offences. LL
bore huge responsibility in agreeing to the deal and
would pay for it if her father found out. She had
firstly thought it was not necessary to kill Chan and
secondly wished to maintain a friendly relationship
with SL. The balance was upset in ep 18. From her
point of view SL had no matter intentionally or not
broken the deal and worst of all, she lost a brother
and caused a fatal risk to her father due to her
softness and wrong judgement. She definitely felt
guilty for her fault. When SL visited at night her
eyes were full of sadness and disappointment. She
did not mention one word about it. Those who
understood would know.
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LL was fully responsible for the 3rd Princg’s death.
During his visit at Thousand Leaves Villa that evening SL|
only focused on saving €han-Suk Ming. LL was.noble-as,
usual to bear the responsibility and-consequence of her
fault and did not blame SL for failing to keep his promise.
In her calmness there was guilt, pain, anger and love

(Idy’s performance was excellent). Given.her character
she would confess to her father and ask for penalty. With|
the same trait LL would not blame SL for slashing her a
Wagong, understanding that things had gone wrong
since she fell into Yeung Kwong’s plot. She would not
blame SL for suspecting her either, knowing that each
other’s identity was in conflict and SL was in a difficult
situation to be loving her.
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In ep. 19 the emperor ordered LL to raid SL’s house. She
certainly wanted to save SL and her eldest brother and did not
expect her father to send Yu Man Shu on the task separately.
Yeung Kwong used the same tactic later when he sent LL to
Wagong.
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LL was also a very patient person. She would maintain
confidentiality and wait long enough for the right opportunity
to execute a plan, no matter it was about Yeung Kwong or
Wagong, and even in developing her relationship with SL. She
would be determined or discreet as and when necessary. This
was one of the reasons SL respected her. Similarly, SL waited
until the right moment to start his military plans while
preparing at the underground city. The Lee couple could not
persuade him to make an early start although SL was aware at
that time that people were suffering (the script amplified his
kindness and righteousness in the last 10 episodes in order not
to deviate from history). He and Lee Sai Man had the consensus
on the right opportunity to overthrow Sui for the greatest
chance of success. In fact, SL went to Wagong mostly for the
brotherhood with Lee Ching but did not accomplish much. His
only projects at Wagong failed miserably and he spent most of
his time there identifying spies and handling conflicts with LL.
SL finally developed his power after leaving Wagong.
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As what LL said when defending herself at Wagong,
one could not accomplish grand visions without
patience. When drinking with SL in ep 10 she said he
lost the game on patience. In fact, she was patient in
her duties as well as in love. Imagine how much SL
would admire her patience and tolerance of
- misunderstandings in  the investigation and
identification of the true culprit. She would not tell

before having enough evidence and proof, as reflected
in the investigation on Sheungyi in ep 47.
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ccording to the description of ep 42 in TVB’s
programme notes, there was a cut-away scene in which
LL sadly cried after Mogau saved her from the assault
at Thousand Leaves Villa. In the entire series LL only
cried when her mOtth passed away. Despite the fall of

shared a personal e;;’ nce that even if she dried up
‘her tears, the person she loved might still not trust her
(implying that she did dry her tears). The director
might have intentionally depicted LL’s strong
!personality by not including any crying scene.
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Despite acting as a spy at Wagong, LL delivered an
impressively powerful speech in a debate against the
men’s challenge of her credibility. Her resilience and
emotional strength was astonishing. When saying in ep 33
that ‘I am as bad as they think’ she truly meant it instead
of saying it for argument’s sake. It was her upbringing in
the royal family and her father and brothers’ adoration
that shaped her
confidence. She never doubted her own judgement, never

natural pride and extraordinary
lost confidence, and was never beaten emotionally by
anyone’s attack. Even Yeung Kwong the emperor gave way
to her. Besides her parents and elder brothers, LL looked at
all other people from above. Treating SL as a peer at her
level was an act of great admiration and love. Her eldest
brother once told SL ‘If she drank with you, she would not
turn you down.” In other words, LL probably had not
considered any acquaintance good enough to have wine
with, not to mention someone worth risking her life to

save. SL was really fortunate.
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LL was confident in delivering the powerful speech in ep
37. If we count points on a scale of honesty, LL have lost
2 points since she was indeed a spy and had informed
her 4th brother to detour to avoid Wagong’s attack. She
scored 3 points though by being innocent in the death of
To Fuk Wali, poisoning of Sheungyi and the death trap at
the former secret agents’ base, thus won at 3:2.

LL indeed felt righteous about her actions at Wagong
since she believed in removing anti-Sui forces. Like what
she said later in ep 39, ‘we did not intend to Kkill you, it
was you who came to murder the emperor my brother’.
She did not feel guilty at all about the death of 500
Wagong fighters at the dragon boat attack, as would the
royalty feel indifferent to peasants and to revolting
forces. This fundamental conflict with SL could not be
resolved and was the main reason she tried to stop SL
from joining Wagong Army. Separating with SL would
be undesirable but not as disastrous as to be on opposite
sides in real battles.



, P S
—(EAIBEUE EAE S5, 5 The way servants see a master re‘ﬂ‘ercts how the master
RREMEREFTA. 1B treats people generally. Pak Laisee was LL’s closest guard,
MHENTEMNIESF15, B3I responsible for protecting, serving and taking care of the
BERRIFIRE AT MBS, AF princess. LL treated her as a friend, granting her a seat and
St E MR, BRA1EEAEIE a cup of tea when they chatted in the princess’ bedroom.
IS8, TEEBAAAMBLSE, 4\ Pak Laisee died fighting to protect LL, who stayed with her
TRER%—%A 2R, till the last moment before painfully leaving. The master
BESTHEEF. ERE AR and servant shared a deep bond. Nameless Monk said he
BATFHEMEEG 2R, tE would serve LL till end of his life in gratitude since LL had
FLiERE, EEEHTEFRIEITENRS saved his life. When Molak was injured in the operation in
S, NEAMEEMEN, BE the West Country LL treated his wound. One who
WEEFTHA, BEHFEZE respected and treasured her staff would in no way be a
EORENZE frenzied devil.
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LL did not tell SL about her suicidal
attempt in the saga. In fact, given her
in-borne and cultivated coldness,
independence, resilience and pride, LL
would never let SL or anyone know that
she had tried to kill herself. Unlike most
females who wish to be protected,
pampered, and compensated, she would
let go of the past and move on and was
more decisive and individualistic than
many men. When she went to Wagong
in ep 40 to warn SL she did not tell him
about being married to the prince of
Turk, and did not even mention her plan
with her 4th brother until after SL saved
her in ep 41. After being slashed and
before setting off to Turk she did not
seek SL’s help. She could have asked
Nameless Monk to send SL her
message. LL possessed great capacity
and determination like a male, and
always took responsibility of her own
business without relying on anyone.
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SL had found LL special and treated her differently
from the beginning. Right from their first
encounters in Turk SL had been cheeky and
played tricks on her, telling people that LL had
being chasing him and inviting her for a bath. LL
was ruthless to have thrown a poisonous dart at
him when they first met, yet SL only considered
her aggressive. He liked this type of girls and did
not mind the aggressiveness. As LL smashed his
antiques, he held her arm to break more. He
teased her on the query of his whereabouts the
previous night as if she were his wife. Had LL not
known that he was the Bearded Hero she would.
not have tolerated a man of such behaviour. She .
delayed her report of the investigation on the

assassinator to her father to avoid direct conflict =
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SL had made some physical contacts with LL. In ep. 4
he grabbed her clothing and then a piece of jade from
her belt. This would have offended any lady, not to
mention a princess. Despite LL sent him to a trap and
fought him with a knife, he was obviously attracted by
LL’s beauty and grace and could not help smiling as he
gazed at LL’s piece of jade after returning home. When
Sheungyi commented that LL was fierce and rude he
responded not being aware of it and it was LL’s natural
way of speaking. Was he not fascinated by LL? A lover
would always find his loved one charming,.
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In ep. 5 SL held LL’s jade the whole time he was in the
mine, and LL saw it. Interestingly, he declared that
Sheungyi was only an ordinary friend without being
asked. His mind was set on LL while speaking with
Sheungyi. Not only did he save her, he also offered his
handkerchief. The gaze between SL and LL before she
left the mine was intriguing, they have lodged interest
in each other, and both knew it. Even LL’s bodyguard
could tell that the master was slightly absent-minded
returning from the mine. Back to physical contact,
when Sheungyi touched SL’s moustache he pushed her
away, which showed that he was well aware about
keeping a distance from females.
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At the broken temple in ep. 8, SL found LL acting
entirely differently from before. From his gaze on her
he seemed to know how deeply he had fallen in love.
Carrying LL home and being so close to her must be
the most unforgettable, leaving him totally mesmerised
to comment how soundly LL had fallen asleep while
she woke up once he turned around to leave. With
extraordinary arm strength he was not tired at all after
carrying her for 4 hours. There is no need to elaborate
their physical contact here. SL should clearly know his
own heart by then as he was reluctant to leave LL’s
bedside. In ep. 10 he visited Thousand Leaves Villa
almost daily for several days trying to see her.

LL pretended very well at first to be friendly with
Sheungyi but once Sheungyi leaned onto SL she failed
to continue. In ep. 7 LL decided to apply soft skills in
winning SL’s friendliness. By ep. 8, after SL carried her
home they mutually understood to be on good terms. In
other words, LL highly efficiently won SL’s heart within
2 episodes. Although LL used may different tactics in
luring SL to surrender to the court, he totally admired
her for her battling power and strategies and regarded
LL as a good opponent. In ep. 11 SL praised her for
being a fine girl and half-jokingly substantiated that
she was likeable in opposing him and tearing down his
house. That was double standard and the type of
female SL liked was indeed beautiful and disruptive.
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The timeline in ep. 9 was interesting. SL and LL had a
drink at the restaurant during the day, but it was late at
night when SL went home to see Monk Suen waiting for
him anxiously. He went out again the second day
(obviously having arranged a date the previous day) and
came home late, then hesitated when Sheungyi asked him
to go out on the following day. On the third day LL had
prepared a gift for Sheungyi and greeted them at
Thousand Leaves Villa. That implies SL might have visited
LL again on the second night to discuss about celebrating
y Sheungyi s birthday. So, they were seeing each other
s uccesswely in3 days and night and were so synchronised
h v chosen the same gift for Sheungyi. Were you two

wsi’tt whenever he wished and often in the
evenmgs, being familiar with the beautiful scenery of the
lake and introducing it to Sheungyi. He also went for wine —
very often, as mentioned in ep. 15. When upset with LL he
K -s&l-l-—no;_{ed the restaurant she went most often, his
' intention was most obvious. LL also said he entered the T
Villa freely when seeing him in her garden in ep. 23.

& . . B
',3 en;Thousand Leave Villa as his back F )
v
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SL was attracted to LL’s beauty and character. He
indeed fell in love for her at first sight but had
remained cautious all the way about LL’s motives
(half-joking in ep. 9 that LL might have been stalking
him), and was aware of the difference in their position.
He tried but could not hold back his admiration and
wished that LL truly had the same feelings for him.
That was the reason he was furious in ep 11 when LL
admitted having approached him for recruitment to
surrender to the court while he wished to develop a
love relationship. It was understandable that a proud
man like him would move out of the country out of
anguish. His pride was hurt to such an extent that he
spoke fiercely even after LL saved him in the West
Country. When had SL ever described a female as
mean and despicable? Yet when his men were all busy
settling down in their new residence, SL sat aside in
deep thoughts missing LL. What a dilemma.

SL probably did not buy Monk Suen’s theory that LL
planted a plot to capture and save them from the local
lord in the West but he was still upset about LL’s
recruitment. A detail to note is that after turning down
LL’s offer of the position of a general, SL discussed
with Monk Suen whether he would serve the Sui court
one day. In other words, he did re-consider the
possibility.
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SL sat in his room gazing at LL’s jade and missing her after
their fight in ep. 17. At this point he had realised the difficulty
and obstacles in the relationship, but he could not let go. SL
and LL were both angry with each other when they met on
the hills with Yeung Yong in ep. 19 and their annoyed
expressions were adorable.

From the interactions between SL and LL in the first 20
episodes we can see SL would give in to soft skills rather than
hard fights. In ep 6 LL started a fight at SL’s house. At first he
only defended and did not attack. After LL challenged that he
dared not kill her, he became more aggressive, removed LL’s
belt and teased that he would love to be buried with a beauty
like her while holding her hostage. SL was not a cheeky
person but had been playfully flirting with LL since the first
encounter because he was interested in her. When fighting in
the dungeon at Thousand Leaves Villa in ep. 4 LL fought
seriously with all her might while SL was light-heartedly
flirting. Taking a piece of accessory from a lady in ancient
time was outrageously improper, that not resulting in SL
being surrounded by royal troops could only imply that LL
liked him too.
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In ep. 15 SL told Mogau and Sheungyi that
LL was only a friend (Tony’s acting was on
point). He could not have explained the
relationship any other way since firstly, he
was aware of the gap between himself and
a royal princess and secondly LL had
stated that
(following his own statement in their

they were just friends
reconciliation in ep. 14). If they had not
been trapped in a cave in ep 16 and
thought they would die there, SL would
not have confessed his love. The authors
like all their scenes in ep. 16 in how SL
the
shielding her from danger every time, and

protected LL before confession,
many details that demonstrated their
harmony.

In ep 206 SL’s group was captured by
Yeung Yuen Kam due to Ching Au Gam’s
faulty plan. Mogau pointed out that if
they had not been offensive, LL might go
to save them. SL’s expression showed how
his wished for LL to save him and when
LL’s men broke into the cell his first
reaction was to find out whether LL was
safe and well, in other words he had been
concerned about LL’s safety.
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SL did not really chase after LL in the beginning since he was aware of
the huge gap between him and LL in identity and status, his descendance
from the former dynasty might also be an issue. On the contrary, it was
LL who had been finding ways to approach SL, and in the course of her
action they were both attracted to each other.
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Ep. 16 was memorable. The sxche;;ée of looks between them two was on point. If it
wasn’t that SL thought he would die in the cave and LL was upset with his criticism
and went missing, who knows when SL would confess his love. When taking care of
SL, LL held him tight without hesitation, touched his face and lovingly promised she
would never leave him, yet SL did not hear it. After he woke up, however, she was

more reserved when he held her hand and later tried to confess his love.
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LL’s question of whether her life and death was indeed
important to him foretold that SL would save her in future.
SL and LL had many meaningful dialogues in these few
scenes. They discussed about a meaningful saying that
overpowering would bring insult and deep affection would
not last. They found out that their personality elements
would clash, with SL’s water overcoming LL’s fire. SL
pointed out that having being trapped in caves twice
echoed with the characteristic of water, which could be
overcome with earth. LL’s later suicide in the river and her
post-trauma reaction after the explosion at sea would
reflect that fire would be overcome with water.

There is a detail in ep. 16 in which SL woke up and looked
at his wound which was bandaged with LL’s clothes. Later
on LL joked that SL always pushed her around like water
overcoming fire, and SL sighed and said he might
regrettably not be blessed enough. His eyes and expression
told the truth in his heart about having fallen for LL for a
long time although he had stated that LL was just a friend.
He had held back the affection in view of the remote

chance of success in the relationship due to the gap in
their identity.
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SL and LL quarrelled because they acted
honestly as their true selves with each
other. That was why SL commented on
LL’s father and brothers and LL told him
about doubts on Sheungyi. It was also the
reason for the rise of their conflict.
However, as their conflicts and fights
continued they knew each other more
progressively and no one else could
match the understanding between them.
When drinking with SL in Ep. 15 LL tried
to make him describe the girl he admired.
SL commented that she was too cautious.
From Ep. 4 onwards LL’s admiration of SL
had grown and accumulated, she would
not have tracked SL to the West Country
otherwise. She could finally speak her
heart in Ep. 16. Happily believing that she
could be with SL without obstacles after
exiting the cave, she probably did not
spare time to consider how to get her
father’s approval.
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There were many favourite
moments with fine details in Ep.
16 - LL promised not to leave SL
when he was confused in a fever.
SL woke up, glanced at LL and
sighed with thoughts. He held LL’s
hand and disappointedly watched
her drew it back. SL pitied himself
for not being blessed enough, the
two exchanged glances and turned
their faces away. SL’s gaze at LL as
he attempted to confess his love.
SL anxiously looked for LL once
she walked out of the room.
Heart-warming glances as he tied
her hair. The appreciation SL had
as LL’s sarcastically claimed to be
ugly and dumb. Before leaving the
cave LL said no matter they lived
or not there was nothing to fear
since nothing could set them
apart. The gratefulness in SL’s
eyes explained it all.
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The princess seemed reluctant in expressing her
love when chatting with SL by the campfire in the
cave. One reason was her awareness that they were
not always going to be on the same side and SL
might oppose her father even though he had
become friends with Yeung Yong. LL would not
mind getting in love with SL, in fact she already
declared love when SL was half unconscious, but
there was another reason for her hesitation in
showing affection first. When drinking in her
garden in ep.15 she tried to make SL tell who he
loved and carefully acted as a platonic friend, as in
the hike. Such caution was a sharp contrast to her
boldness in the alley scene of ep.10 where she said,
‘what shall I fear about if I am with you?’, a
difference before and after their first break up. She
wished SL would agree to be a general for their
relationship to blossom, but SL felt that his
affection was betrayed and refused her. In the same
episode she eavesdropped to hear SL’s negative
words and was coldly treated after saving him from
danger. Her pride was hit hard and therefore she
was much more careful after they made up in ep.14
to emphasise they were just friends and avoided
expressing love first.
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Trying not to get hurt is consistent in LL’s character but
in coming events her cautiousness in hiding her intention
and missions would bring herself to a more difficult
situation each time. She was consistently careful not to let
SL know about Lee girl’'s plan before evidence was
available, both before their reunion in ep.43 and after, as
in ep.47 when Lee tried to murder her. This was partly an
effect of learning from past lessons, and also her
naturally calculated and sophisticated way in executing
plans.

LL had boldly expressed her admiration of SL at the alley
in ep. 10 since she intended to recruit him to the royal
court, believing that the relationship could then have a
future. SL’s rejection in ep. 11 signalled to her that the two
of them were not destined to be together. In ep. 14 they
made peace, but it was SL who raised that they should be
friends even if he would not be a general. She could only

agree with him and reiterate that he had only been
regarded as a friend (the hike in ep. 15). Given LL’s
suggest
relationship nor express her fondness of SL easily again.
If the Royal Prince had not been targeted, the two would
remain in this stage of ambiguity for even longer.

arrogance she would not an affectionate
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SL said p01sonous rn1“1'_5-hlrcJ'c.'!'I'r‘ISr‘lL

were like women, the prer.uﬂin
the more toxic. LL Joklngly

responded that she was ugly
and dumb so SL should not
worry. Both  were  being

sarcastic and ~‘meant the
opposite. SL indeed liked the
toxic type of women and was
attracted by LL’s beauty. LL
dressed SL’s wound with a
piece of cloth torn from her
dress. As an echo, SL offered to
tie her hair with a piece of his
garment. There were all sweet
memories.
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Before confessing their love
the two were already so
comfortable with each other
that LL would lean against
SL to rest. SL humourou
clarified that instead

being weak, he was tender
like water. When had SL
been so open on hearty
chats like this? (How pitiful
that his father and brothers

ere killed early, they must

have been  outstanding
men.) With the traps in the
cave SL would have the
perfect excuse for holding
LL's hand forever. It was
touching that SL promised to
take care of LL his whole
life, not letting anyone harm
her, and that LL felt fine
about dying young since they
ould not have to support
each other as frail elderlies.
They both spoke with a true
heart at those moments.
Alas, the circumstances
ould change soon.
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In ep. 16 SL enjoyed the moment as LL
tenderly tended to his wound after removing
the arrow. Even though SL had a high fever
and was quite confused that night, he should
have felt LL holding his hand and hugging
him. He woke up and sighed about their fate,
and was then bold enough to hold her hand,
forgetting about manners and perhaps
thinking that LL would not mind. When LL
said he was hard to serve and had always
pushed her around (like water overcoming
fire) SL’s heart was first filled with sweetness,
then sadly expressed not being blessed
enough to live long with her. There was so
much love in their eyes and dialogue, in the
way LL leaned against him both before and
after the confession of love.

45




B SRR R R
BHEEY —, SEAT
B SIS, B8,
= BB 248 A it A b
4, (HEHOTER F EiREe
B EAETE e
DEEeERE—SE™
BTk, RIS ERT
S AR, ABNES
IFIE 2t S gl i,
Fff 1ol — B2 (2 4TI & 0 4R
fE, DUATEEETEE,
EnEEAERME— )
2, nrEETaceE
245 MERE, MR =FAR
S ETTNEIFEAT
eME? RS ERE
3, SRMER=ET,
7185 B B A R
*E AEEERREDE
e — 2= e 2R,
BOE—t, PR
BE, BRIt
BRATTHER, %iss
B, AL, EZWHEZIR
ABHASTY, B2
— R ERENE, =7
—A—EREHE

SL and LL’s meeting in the woods at night in ep. 28 was one of the author’s favourite
scenes. Firstly, LL picked a tranquil and romantic location for the date. SL must have
missed her much to have accepted the invitation, though he might have intended to
fiercely ask about LL’s involvement in the robbery of Yeung So’s birthday gifts. He softened
once LL gave him the answer and moved on to tenderly asked LL about the death of Lady
Suen Wah. LL’s vow was exactly what he wished for and at once brought him to his true
heart. He requested LL to leave the Sui Court, thereby inviting her to be with him. At this
point LL responded to her own question raised in ep. 24 on what if they were not the
Bearded Hero and Princess LL. She was reserved in sharing her answer when she
previously raised the question, but was ready to tell SL this evening how she wished they
were already a happily married couple. The director left the audience to imagine how
touched SL was at that moment. In the next scene he happily went out with LL and the two
had a loving conversation. It was pitiful that beautiful time ended too soon and the two
were to face a long challenge. Thankfully they did not give up.
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SL loved LL at first sight

and fell de for her. M

Their love each or .
did not« develop ato*
samef pace. LL at fik%,
wanted to gain conr; :
and cpnvmce him to Work ;
for the court so that they
may be together _w1thout
conflict, she admired him
but did not "_love him
deeply until la‘te'r. As the
story developeci there was
so much Co;nplication
that she coulde nOt fully
and freely develdp her
affection and relatfonship
with SL. She was toved
after SL Saved Der several
times. l%reve}, LL. had
always ﬁieﬂstood b,
even bettér than himself
did, Wherea S 'only fu.lly
“affection

or a
had

known SL’s] pe ity
and considefations Q
the beginning but :
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There was an interesting point in the first third of
the series. As a clever and well-mannered person SL
generally kept a distance from females as he did
with Sheungyi, Mogau and Hung Fut Nui. Yet he
contacted LL physically from the beginning. When
fighting LL at his house he removed her belt, which
was highly improper in ancient times. He held her
forearm several times during conflicts and carried
her for hours to take her home (he did say pardon
me before picking her up). It could only be
concluded that he was interested in her from the
start like what he said in ep. 16, that he naturally
felt being close to her. Such closeness showed how
natural their affection with each other was. SL
treated all other females with intended manners
but communicated with LL with his true self, and
vice versa for LL. As both of them were outstanding
characters the sparks of their collision would

certainly initiate significant conflict.
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SL had always wanted to be physically close to LL
(imagine what his eyes and lips would wish for as
he carried LL home). At the alley in ep. 10 SL could
not help but held LL’s shoulders and LL seemed to
feel electrified. They sat leaning onto each other in
ep. 16 and were even bolder to share one guest
room when searching for Suen Wah. This was how
comfortable they were with each other.

There are many details to look for in the first 20
episodes. In ep. 10 SL gazed at LL with doubts while
she drank. It was the basis of their relationship that
she puzzled him and he was unwilling to let go.
Holding LL's shoulders was an obvious physical
contact. SL was a well taught man, bold and heroic,
and always kept a distance from the females as per
social protocols. He was not being inappropriate
when holding LL’s shoulders but acted with his true
feelings, with the attitude a man would have to be
physically close to the woman he liked.
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SL had never been shy about physical contact with LL, having
held her arm and carried her, which was as he described in ep.
16 a natural feeling of closeness with LL rather than any
dishonest act. It was meaningful that LL moved from resisting
his touch in the beginning to accepting it. In ep. 30 SL held her
arm the whole time after saving her from Yeung So without
noticing until LL glanced at him. He held her similarly when
saving her from Ching Au Gam in ep. 41. The intimacy
between them was unique and no one else was comparable.
SL’s emotion never fluctuated in front of other females.
Neither would he make physical contact with other females as
he was a careful and well-mannered man.Two details in SL and
LL’s body language in ep. 37 could be easily missed. First, SL
pulled LL on her arm when the Wagong group searched her
room. The second one was even more meaningful. While LL
forcefully debated with the group SL moved very close and
offered to guarantee her safety, holding her forearm at that
moment. All was natural. SL moved as his heart wished and LL
did not resist, synchronised as lovers. Earlier at their tea and
chess date in ep.28, when LL accepted SL’s invitation to leave
the Central Plains SL gladly walked towards her and leaned
forward slightly. He was very likely reaching for LL’s forearms
or hands without being shown on screen since the focus was
on their facial expression. When LL entered the hall at the end |
of ep 40 SL moved quickly to hold LL’s forearms with the same
intimacy.
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Several details were intriguing. For example, SL’s gaze
on LL at their first encounter clearly showed he loved
her at first sight. He was not a nosy person and his
purpose of the trip was to get Chan Suk Ming. However,
he followed LL to eavesdrop on her conversation with
Yeung Kwong. That was not his normal behaviour but
proved his interest in her. LL threw a poisonous dart and
left him with the impression of being merciless. In ep. 4
SL took LL’s jade, being swift and open to new ideas.
When Sheungyi complemented LL's beauty his
expression told his heart. He clarified that LL was not
fierce but had spoken in her own style, seeing the beauty
of whom he loved. In ep. 5 SL fell into a trap for LL’s
piece of jade and told her about it, being his first indirect
expression of admiration. The message got across in
their gaze at each other before leaving the mine,
therefore subsequently SL said in ep. 16 that LL should
know what he wanted to say. That was the most
beautiful period of courtship, both understanding each
other’s intention but were shy to wish the other would
confess first.
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The two were both highly intelligent and respectable,
and equally affectionate with each other. Which
details made SL think in ep. 16 that LL would know
what he wished to say?

In ep. 5 LL entered the mine and immediately asked
whether Sheungyi was SL’s love interest. Similar to
SL’s abnormal nosiness in their first encounter, the
way LL asked this question was more impulsive than
her usual self. When SL told her that they were
trapped because of the piece of jade her expression
showed some deep thoughts. Both were clear about
the message in their gaze before leaving the mine,
and LL could not rest her mind after returning home.
The exchange in gazes after LL woke up in ep. 8 and
LL’s reaction to SL’s touch at the alley in ep. 10 were
informative. As SL accepted in ep. 14 that LL did not
save him at the West Country as a plot for
recruitment, he must have understood that the only
true reason was LL's fondness of him. In ep. 15 LL
obviously laughed at him about Mogao’s admiration
and invited him to tell who he liked. While having a
fever in the cave in ep.16, no matter how confused SL
was he should have felt and left with some
impression that LL held his hands and hugged him
tight. When he woke up to see that LL had not slept
properly, he was touched and felt pitiful for not living
long to appreciate her affection and tenderness.
There was so much love in SL’s eyes as he sighed. The
of courtship was the most

ambiguous stage

intriguing.
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LL was very clever and from ep. 7 she changed tactics to win K
Sl’s trust with soft skills. SL knew. Their relationship
developed to a critical point when LL took the risk to save
him and was injured in ep. 10. LL hesitated afterwards and
avoided SL, who was much confused. He drank alone at the |
restaurant LL visited most often because he wished to see her.
The first episodes interestingly showed SL’s double standards. |
In ep. 9 he drank and spent time with LL. Arriving home late, | A
he promised Sheungyi to go out the following day but spent |
another day with LL instead and even lied that he was busy
with official business. The hike in ep. 15 was intended to be
brief according to LL but he returned home late again. SL
simply could not help not to enjoy time with LL. It was
hilarious that he pretended to have twisted his leg to get away
from Mogau. SL was not quite an honest gentleman in this
matter.

LL was playing tricks on SL in ep. 8. SL was not so silly to be
fooled but went with the flow and even took a slap for no
reason. He knew LL burnt down Lee Mut’s villa but did not

claim for responsibility nor further investigate after carrying
her for 4 hours. Soon after that he started dating LL and did
not worry about Chan Suk Ming. Wasn't SL’s principle ~-

-

questionable?
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Observe SL’s reaction during fights between LL and
Sheungyi. It was demonstrated in ep. 4 that LL had much
higher martial skills. In ep. 5 SL only asked them (in fact
he only asked LL) to be careful but did not stop them,
which he could have easily done. He swiftly saved LL
from being hit by falling rocks and was much concerned
about her. Knowing well that LL had set up the trap and
being at opposite sides, the only reason he did not blame
her was that he had fallen in love with her. On the night
Lady Suen Wah died LL and Sheungyi fought again, and
SL did not help either one. SL and LL fought in ep. 32 as
SL held her responsible for the death of Sheungyi’s
teacher. He soon let her go. When Sheungyi and LL
fought he pushed Sheungyi away to stop them and stated
that they should not kill LL, as if he found a good reason
to let her go. With SL’s martial skills it would have been
easy for him to capture and force LL for an alternative.
He did not want to. It can be observed that in all the
fights between LL and Sheungyi, SL never stood on
Sheungyi’s side despite her martial skills was obvious
inferior to LL. In particular, if SL did not help Sheungyi
when LL was being nasty, he was practically on LL’s side.
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In thelr early encounters SL teased and flirted with L'I: -
told strangers that she was chasi fter him for love, 4
led her to the woods and with a piece of stone making
sure she would find him to be invited for a bath |, w= f
together. How could a princess swallow such insult? Ep. %
S was the turning point. SL looked for LL to claim’ . =
respon51b111ty for setting fire at Lee Mut’s villa but in® ,:.‘
the contrary, he apologised after she gave him a slap on“} .
the face and angrily ran away. This proved that SL could""",'_ p -
be taken down with soft skills instead of hard fights. -
The few shots with SL standing by LL’s bedside after. - uﬁ;
carrying her home were captlvatmg ‘He waited and she - = "h'_
finally woke up." Fwe‘ﬁng"'ﬁls racmg heart he decided to_ .f‘ﬁ
leave,.only to see LL’s eyes shone as she wished to"" ,,.:.

sgeak b'?lt held it baolr. Idy -presented LL’s way toz
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In the early stage of their relationship LL was not in

any advantageous position since SL was good at
debates, even stronger in combats and did not give
way to LL. The chemistry in their interactions was
very entertaining. Later at Wagong SL had completely
fallen in love with LL and heartily felt for her,
therefore there was less fight between the two and
when they engaged SL would often lose to LL, whose
intelligence truly shone in that period. In ep. 35 SL
found LL interrogating Sheungyi and stopped her. At
the moment LL challenged whether SL would kill her,
his expression precisely gave the feeling of meeting
his nemesis and facing the greatest challenge. In the
next scene SL apologised to LL. With SL’s intelligence
he might know that Sheungyi was not telling the
truth. Perhaps he had used it as an excuse to make
peace with LL.
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In ep. 25 SL sought LL’s assistance in tracking Lee
Ching and Lady Suen Wah. LL was in deep thoughts
of her parents and brother when she noticed there
was an intruder. SL came out from behind a piece of
rock, implying that he had been hiding and observing
LL for a while. Having been separated from her for
some time SL must have missed her, despite his
suspicion that LL had assisted the emperor to raid his
villa and arrest him. Once LL denied having been
involved he did not pursue the claim.

Observing LL from behind the rock echoed with ep. 2
when SL followed her at the inn. At that time SL was
attracted and wished to find out about her, in ep. 23
he missed her. In both occasions he would like to
watch LL quietly as long as he could. SL’s light-
hearted attitude after coming out had caught the
author’s attention. Given that he loved LL, and that it
was the first time he met her since the emperor and
queen died and LL was sad, why and how would he
not send warm regards but appear in such a cheeky
manner? The reasons were that firstly, SL understood
LL’s pride and knew she would not want anyone to
see her soft spot, therefore he deliberately did not
mention about her loss. Secondly, being a fugitive, SL
was too proud to let LL know that he missed her and
therefore had been watching her. He therefore
pretended to have just arrived without seeing LL’s
nostalgic scene. Yet he did see and feel for her,
therefore the intended claim of responsibility for the
raid of his house and mine quickly dissolved.
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SL had great respect for Lady Suen Wah and was in
conflict with LL for Suen Wah'’s brother. Yet did he take
action to revenge on LL even though he believed that LL
was behind Suen Wah’s murder? He vowed not to let LL
walk way but even Mogau would not believe it, and
challenged if he could indeed kill LL for justice. SL at once
changed his statement to add that there must first be
evidence. In ep. 28 SL met with LL upon her invitation.
Once she took an oath he did not mention about Lady
Suen Wah anymore.

In ep. 29 SL was so worried about LL that he quietly left
Lee Ching and his wife when they observed the situation
outside Thousand Leaves Villa. The Lee couple
immediately knew where SL was heading to. SL could
have stayed with them and waited till the evening to save
LL if he wished to take this risk by himself. To conclude,
whenever LL was in danger SL would lose his mind and
even leave his brother and sister aside. He was speechless
when Hung later asked why he had done so without them.
They must have closely monitored Yeung So’s house and
the palace to be able to save LL in time. How adorable SL
was to be holding LL’s arm all the way and diverting the
conversation from their relationship to Yeung Kwong.

SL declared to cut ties with LL and make her pay for her
crimes. Yet in reality he could not bear doing so.
Whenever LL was in danger he ran faster than anyone to
save her.
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His affection to LL was crystal clear to everyone but
himself. As a contrast, after he found out that Sheungyi
had attempted to kill Suen Wah he did not forgive her
but coldly sent her away when she purposely brought a
message to the underground city.

Once SL read LL’s note about leaving Wagong he
instinctively cried out that he had to look for her. As a
commander he deserved Ching Au Gam’s blame. Later
he decided to capture and kill LL himself (which
practically was to save her from the others) but could
not help to shout her name from his heart when
picking up a piece of blood-stained garment outside her
villa. In his later conversation with Lee Mut he resumed
a tough stance towards LL. Asking Chak Yeung to send
men from Wagong to save LL was obviously wrong use
of common resources, yet SL did so without realising
the fault. That his mouth did not speak his heart was
obvious to everyone. It was a mirror image of LL’s
denial of her emotional involvement with SL in early

stage despite her brothers and guards could all see it.
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In ep. 33 LL went to Wagong with a mission and was
injured in the fight. SL acted coldly until she threw up
blood. SL was an intelligent man and would have
suspected LL’s motives in addition to being angry with
her, yet it did not mean he did not care. When informed
that LL was trapped in a fight his first reaction was to
ask whether she was injured. While waiting for LL to
wake from unconsciousness SL was worried sick, his
face was filled of pity and anxiety at the moment Ching
Au Gam came into the room. Peer pressure certainly
affected his attitude to LL, reminding him of her
suspicious motive and earlier wrong-doing to force
Sheungyi leave. Yet, judging from SL’s actual worries
about LL, had there been no one beside him when LL
awoke, he would have shown his affection and asked
about her injury before the happenings.

The scenes in which SL saw LL held in the dungeon and
tended to her were touching (wish Sheungyi had not
interrupted so that the two could have a chance for a
good conversation). SL’s heart ached to see her ill, and
immediately held her hand with affection. If he
suspected that LL had returned with a mission he might
not have shown such tenderness. In fact, when the two
were not pre-occupied with any conflict they regarded
each other as lovers, a default mode which had
remained unchanged all the way from ep. 17 to ep. 43.
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From LL’s point of view, keeping SL’s safety was her act of
affection and she was ready to sacrifice her love for the
country. She kept a distance from love affairs but checked
on SL’s circumstances and safety directly or remotely many
times. While the audience may focus on the secrets she
the she
overturning Yeung Kwong and investigating Sheungyi’s

bore and misunderstandings endured in
case, her pain in the love relationship was a known result
of her own rational choice. For a substantial period SL and
LL were at different pace in the development of their
relationship. At first LL approached SL for court duties but
her fondness of him grew. Unfortunately the relationship
was tough after their confession of love to each other. SL
was involved in Yeung Yung's affairs and later led an anti-
Sui army. Yet the conflicts he faced in the relationship was
much more apparent and understandable than LL’s, thus
more straight-forward. The difference in the challenges
they faced made it difficult for them to develop their

relationship in the same pace.
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The author would not agree that SL did not
love LL enough. There was evidence in
many details of the series. As a couple they
went through 3 stages of a mature and
successful love relationship. In the first
stage they admired and became interested
but did not understand each other fully, and
therefore were engaged in competing,
testing and guessing with each other. The
second stage was a period of conciliation as
all types of conflicts surfaced, including
their  opposing different
personalities and ways in tackling

problems. By the third stage they

identities,

had entirely opened up to each other and
become totally considerate and tolerant as
the relationship matured, which was why
their interaction seemed to have reduced in
the last 10+ episodes. LL understood SL’s
principles of righteousness, no matter what
he decided to do,
successful or not she stood by his side to

no matter he was

comfort and support him. SL understood
LL’s hardship in the downfall of her country
and family and took over her burdens of the
past. As such at the end they had no regrets,
appreciating that they and their hearts
would stay together no matter living or dead.

62



: .s g
A RN EZERRBISES,

E2EMNHEEMEARANKX
F, BEERANTARLE, X
EEIFIERE T AYIBRRIS,
HEFHLEERRAA=
BE, EAAENERIES
%, MPBYUEHNERE=
BRARE, FLIEMFIT, e
TR AR O 2 0IERI7 =
WREHM—ABZBNTEN
NEMEABLE, SHEH
At EXNE B IER
89, XHABIEBEMNEIR,
BRI LEFMNA, BEEECp
HNEBHEMEEZEREE—
TIER, RIS MESR
RBRRXKEEXEHTHREXT
HNAKE, "TALBFRER
FE, MEMNKHE)LZFAIE
AEBECE—E, BAEM
LRTE, MBAERREW
B, NEREME, HRE
A&SE, RERIUEIKS
NEMFEREIELEEARAER
BA=E

When wétching a saga one should relate events against

the timeline, read about the main characters indirectly
from other characters, and even think from the main
characters’ perspective to understand their emotions. In

the middle stage it was enjoyable to get into SL’s role.

since LL’s thoughts and rationale were consistent and
clear while SL was tangled in his own conflicts,
of the

representation of his heart.

resulting in slips tongue and untrue

An audience may easily fall into pre-conceptions and
become self-centric with one character if he supports
and focuses on the story line of only LL or SL. He would
find all actions of that character justified and the other
not understanding and caring enough based on “god’s
perspective” (forgetting that the characters could not
see what the audience see). A couple takes time to
develop their relationship, from meeting, knowing to
loving each other. One must also consider the conflict
in SL and LL’s identity and the scale of events that they
went through. In the history of countries and battles,
the love affair between two people was only a piece of
wheat in the rice fields. As LL said, after 6 years of
turmoil and having gone through life and death several
times, it was with great luck amid unfortunate events
that they could settle in the new dynasty of Lee Tang.
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At Lady Suen Wah’s burial SL stated that he would revenge
on LL. Once challenged by Mogau, he immediately added
that there must first be evidence. In ep 41 the group learnt
that LL would be married to Turk and decided to
assassinate her on the way. SL first raised an objection and
when that failed he offered to go along, Ching Au Gam
turned him down fearing that SL would help LL instead (if
Ching had not refused him we would wonder what excuse
SL could come up with to save LL). SL’s eyes told how
desperate he was at that moment, forced to take side amid
the group’s pressure and distrust. He could only give up
and offer Ching Au Gam his sabre to kill LL. He quietly
and worriedly saw the group off and was restless
afterwards. Fortunately Hung Fut Nui trusted LL, saw him
through and successfully convinced him to save her.

In that conversation SL sighed with regret that he used to
freely roam all oceans but had become grounded. He was
referring to his affection for LL and the loss of reputation
at Wagong, and he was right.

SL was left with no choice in ep 39 but to leave Wagong to
search for LL. According to his conversation with Sheungyi
he realised that if he remained indecisive he would believe
in LL’s innocence. Frankly speaking SL had not done much
for Wagong the whole period and recognised that he was
in debt to the group. Yeung Kwong was successful in
sending LL to disrupt the operation of Wagong by
removing SL, their strongest commander, from his duties.
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SL regarded his mission to take care of the people and
the desire to claim power less important than being
with LL, or at most equally important, for a long time.
He was the first to propose leaving the Central Plains
before LL’s suggestion in ep 24. In their long-awaited
meeting in ep 28 he asked LL to leave the royal court,
and in the date that followed he invited her to leave the
Central Plains with him immediately . Learning that LL
wished to stay with Yeung Kwong for the time being, SL
offered to help her anytime and in any circumstances
(which was not a light offer, as SL was willing to assist
her in times of danger or need in the course of her
engagement with the royal court). That evening in ep 28
SL sighed and wondered why LL forced Sheungyi to
leave, and declared to Sheungyi about his deep affection
for LL no matter what LL would do and how she would
treat him. He smiled and shared that LL changed her
way so often that he would lose track at times (SL, this
is the type you like, beautiful, unpredictable, mysterious,
saving you at times but wronging you another time).

SL perfectly stated that LL’s unpredictability attracted
him. She would take risk to save him when he thought
she had withdrawn her feelings. He was profoundly
touched but would have to beware of potential schemes.
LL’s feelings seemed real at times but purposeful for
recruitment. She was despicable but actually helping.
All these immensely confused and challenged SL,
probably to a point that he would wish to simply retreat
with her.
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LL was the exact to SL,

complementing and attracting him. SL fell for her at

woman bespoke

first sight and there was no return. He struggled at
first but soon gave in to follow LL’s heart and
thoughts. No matter what the others accused her of,
as long as LL was living SL would only be happy and
free of regrets to be with her, not anyone else.

LL once commented that SL’s feelings for Suen Wah
had smeared his judgement. It would perfectly
describe SL’s affection for herself instead. Since the
first encounter with LL, SL had broken his principles
and promises multiple times, ending up being known
for loving an evil woman and condemned of setting
her free with wrong judgement, all damaging his
reputation.

LL indeed delivered what she promised, even if she
was in debt to all people she would not harm SL. Even
if they could not be together, even if SL misunderstood
and hated her, she would keep him alive.
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The meeting in the woods in ep 28 pointed out several
important points of the middle stage of their relationship. 1)
The identity of a princess became a disadvantage to LL after
she met SL and her father passed away. 2) Their conflict was
fate and there was nothing they could do about it. There were
many things that human could not change. 3) If their
identities were different they might have already become a
happily married couple.

The two had discussed several times about the difference in
their identities. This theme ultimately led to the ending of the
story in which they bgth gave up their identities to be together.
The given tit{e of Princess Cheung Lok by the new Tang court
was a mirror image to echo with Sui court’s offer of a general
to SL. Since Skdwas faithful to the former Chen court
(represented by Suen Wah and her brother) he would not bow
to become an officer under Sui. Similarly, LL would honestly
find it difficult to kneel to the Tang emperor. If SL would not
bow to Sui how would he stay under Tang? He did not care
about the offer of a title at all.



NEM R HRE= LL seldom asked SL to change his plans for her, not to
BRA TR, —2MFAIE mention doing so in a pampered manner. There were 2 such
AR E(ZBBAREREMZE occasions, first in the early stage when she invited SL to be a
BH), —HmE=BFME general under Sui court. She did not insist after his refusal and
Mr-, EIuh%1E AR B EE subsequent relocation. The second time took place much
(BELBEUEE), RAt later when she asked SL to spare Yeung Kwong's life. She
A=BERESIFIKRZ, FZFE actually knew it was difficult to change SL’s mind (given that
B FWINRIED tHE Yeung Kwong held the population of the capital city hostage)
BWHM=BB72F T, FiFH and had therefore prepared to drug him. She had probably
ZBRERZI HEFESEIE made herself ready to split up with SL in case she managed to
HEI=PERRRIE—1¥, MA save Yeung Kwong. Similarly, SL would have prepared that LL
KERZE—MA would part with him forever if he killed Yeung Kwong with his
BH—REIE445% K = BB own hands. SL and LL were compatible and the same kind.
AMEREZRET, 2B There was one other occasion that LL pleaded SL to change
— R RPEE IR K, his mind. In ep 44 she asked SL not to sacrifice his life at
NT B LU RAET Wagong in exchange for Hung Fut Nui. It was LL’s only and
EMAEEIEI, BH T2 the most tender plead she ever made in the series.
FRANKRE: T OHX SL's determination to save Hung Fut Nui and the civilians of
A% NNFEREBAIIE— the town also forced LL to give her greatest confession of love,
sK=EBB, 5EEXYN THIE= 'In my heart the thousands of men added together are less
BRZ XA TR AFEMITAH#E than one Cheung Sam Long'. This perfectly echoed with SL’s
E(l. #, BEEZAME choice to save LL multiple times regardless of brotherhood.
REARWEF They were indeed more important to each other than many
men added together.
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If LL was not certain about SL’s

affection at first she would have
understood totally when he took
great risk to save her from Yeung
So. With her intelligence she
ould have seen that SL was only
% playing harsh verbally. Given her
confidence that SL would not
leave her in peril, LL boldly
t confronted him, employed
unreasonable means to force
Sheungyi
Wagong as an undercover. She

leave, and entered

as equally confident that SL
. s would not harm her nor_give up
heir relationship.
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Given a military family background SL was daring with
grand visions. He was not interested in tedious
operational matters such as those reported by Monk Suen,
not to mention spending time with girls. He had turned
down Sheungyi and Mogau’s requests several times. Yet
SL was interested in LL’s affairs from the beginning,
bothering her with teases and physical contacts, his

affection for her in fact developed much earlier and |

deeper than he thought. In the middle stage and after his
quarrels with LL, SL would be easily agitated and spoke
fiercely about her, including cutting ties with her. Besides
inviting SL to join the Sui court LL had barely requested
him to do anything for her. Yet SL would always rush to
save LL whenever she was in danger. It proved the key
point that SL had always willingly served her.

In his disputes with LL SL was so agitated that he
exclaimed ‘this is outrageous!” or fiercely stared at LL. In
fact he was angrier with himself for falling in love with a
merciless woman and more so for being unwilling to kill
her no matter how that separated him from fellow anti-
Sui fighters. He could not even bear watching her being
revenged on. It must have been hard for a hero to accept
being manipulated by a woman.
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Observe how SL wished to be quietly in solitude

. whenever LL left him (ep 10, 18, 29, 38). After

releasing her he would be too saddened to sleep but
drank through the night (ep 39, 41), should he not pay
more attention to seeking justice and overthrowing
Sui? He could not blame the Wagong fighters for
distrusting him at the end. SL was often restless and
dumbfounded due to LL one way or another.
According to Sheungyi he had been losing weight day
by day and could not eat nor sleep well, very much like
a heartbroken maiden.
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Whenever LL left SL would stay away or reject

Sheungyi (and declare to her his love for LL), so was it
in ep 1l in the West country, ep 29 and later
Wagong (ep 38) and his affection for LL beca
commonly known to others in various ways. In ep
32 Ching Au Gam invited him to join anti-Sui forc
and stated that since SL had separated with LL
should not hesitate. SL’s expression had LL in hi
mind. He refused to join the revolting forces not ong
because timing was not right (as discussed with Lee
Sai Man) but also because of LL. Once he joined anti-
Sui forces he would be officially and completely
positioned at the opposite side of the Sui court, which
would only end with the termination of either party.
This made SL hesitated.
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an overview of the series, SL’s fondness to all other

women was confined to verbal expressions. He would forget

‘ about commitments to them and needed to be reminded.
Interestingly, when LL and other women were present
together he seemed to treat them all with similar friendliness
and fondness. However, once LL departed he would not have

any heart for the others anymore.

Even Lady Suen Wah, being the woman SL resp
most, was far less important than he described. .
would not have let Suen Wah risked her life to g
So. SL did not attempt to save Suen Wah from Y
verify whether she was dead, he did not miss her
nor plan for any revenge. In the contrary, although
were in dispute at that time, when LL was captured
anxious that he misjudged the rescue plan and
risk in an attempt to save her. After LL left Wagon
SL could not eat nor sleep well, worrying about her
LL were ever murdered SL would definitely
murderer to the end of the world. Yet while LL was t
suspect for Suen Wah'’s death, SL did not intend to
on her and had easily accepted LL’s denial. ;
SL might speak fiercely with LL, act cold, deny losing to her
and try to save face but with actions he consistently saved
her from harm and placed her a higher priority than his own
reputation, life, brotherhood, principles and even anti-Sui
missions. If this did not qualify to be love what could love be?
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SL always cared about LL’s safety. At the end, he took the
responsibility of LL’s role in protecting Sui dynasty and
released her psychological burden for them to stay together.
LL also ascended to perceive that it did not matter who ruled
the country as long as it was in peace. Given these conditions
LL could finally love and support SL without worries, place
him as the top priority, and even regard the West Country as
her own homeland, being considerate and complementing
her better half.

Neither SL or LL should place love as the first priority but
first fulfil their individual values and visions, only then would
their love relationship be moving and precious, and the
characters be complex and rich. Born in that era they both
had their responsibilities. LL loved SL but due to her
responsibility to first serve the Sui dynasty, she would give up
the relationship if necessary and the best she could do was to
ensure that SL lived on. There was no right and wrong. From
this angle, SL placed his affection for LL a higher priority, at
least at the same level as the anti-Sui mission judging from
his actions throughout the middle stage of the relationship,
despite what he claimed verbally. He injured LL with his
sabre but with hindsight, the strike was understandable and
would not take her life. If he had left it to the others LL could
have been killed.
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In ep 41 when LL saw Ching Au Gam holding SL’s sabre her first
thought was whether SL had had any mishap. She placed SL’s
safety above their love. In this relationship LL was more
authoritative while SL sometimes acted like a child who did not
speak his heart. But in later stage, after their target was aligned,
she was all supportive and understanding. That was the most
precious about love, offering the best for each other and not
straining the relationship. Sheungyi was featured in the last
episodes only because the script chose to emphasise SL’s
righteousness (against Lee Mut) and kindness as the reason for
his loss in the battles. As a result LL appeared to be more
pragmatic than him.

LL would be willing to give up her royal identity for SL but she
would not abandon her duty of protecting Sui for the sake of
personal affection. If she had done so the charisma of her
character would be lost. Similarly, SL was willing to keep LL safe
with his life and to sacrifice his loyalty to brotherhood in order to
protect her. However, he would not spare Yeung Kwong for LL’s
sake. When carrying out these specific duties neither of them
would compromise. Their love and relationship would be put
aside in case there was a conflict with these duties. Only after
assuring that her brother the emperor was safe would LL allow
herself to indulge in personal affection and risk her life to see SL
at Wagong. SS knew this well and could only acknowledge that
there is no solution to the deadlock. LL and SL’s respective
persistence on their priorities was the most prominent factor of
the relationship.
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SL and LL each had their duties for the country and peopl e on opposite sides. No

matter how much they loved the other they persisted in car their respective duties. J !
suggested to leave the L ¥
h was not screened\b ;‘? e ¥
implied). In ep 28 SL was softened by LL’s vow and asked her to leave the royal court. In epf g )
29 he was contented to have made a choice and invited her to leave the Central Plamsﬁeﬁ&/ &

she declined. At the end LL assisted SL in his quest and her responsibility aligned wit

The only time LL hesitated in her duties was in ep 25 when
Central Plains with SL, in response to SL’s earlier suggestion (w

Very rare would a female be so patient in a relationship, not urging for marrﬂage but&«
supported her lover’s visions with great patience. Such inner calmness was only pospblé
for one who loved her better half deeply, believed in him and was also confident in herself.
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